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TIME FOR TORNADO APPLICATIONS. 


THE live local insurance agent is always 
alert to take advantage of opportunities. He 
is keen to use impressive events with his cus- 
tomers or prospects to increase his business. 
This is fair and legitimate. In the spring- 
time windstorms are more violent. Atmos- 
pheric conditions this year point to periods 
of cyclones. Already tornado claims are com- 
ing in large numbers. Agents should use this 
opportunity to write tornado insurance. They 
can materially increase their receipts. 


of Chi- 


slice of 


Cor. Frank Farnsworth HoLMES 
cago undertook to bite off a large 
Cook county. 





If the assets of the New York LIFE, 
Reduced to dollar bills, 

Would buy a billion boxes 
Of Carters Liver Pills; 

If the beef trust should increase the price 
By sixty cents a roast, 

What would the circulation be 
Of CHARLEY Hewirt’s Post? 





Tue water supply in many sections of the 
West seems to have been augmented recently. 





LOCAL AGENTS WERE DECEIVED. 

SEVERAL agents in the West, and, in fact, in 
all parts of the country, have been very much 
disturbed and harmed by the action of some 
companies that have reinsured, in assuring 
their agents a few days before any action was 
taken that they intended to continue and push 
for business. 

For example, agents have taken exception 
to the manner in which they were treated by 
the home office of the Frremens of Maryland 
‘This company notified ‘its general agents that 
it would continue, and they in turn instructed 
the local agents to go ahead, as the company 
would remain in business. 

While the GreenwicH did not follow this 
‘ourse to as great an extent, yet it assured its 
local agents that the Baltimore fire would not 
nterfere with the company. Other instances 
night be cited where local agents were de- 
eived in this manner, and seemingly in an in- 
‘entional way. 

The result has been that local agents are be- 
ginning to question the assurances sent out 
by every company whose permanency is in 
loubt. Agents, therefore, have stopped writ- 
ing for companies that really intend to go 
head in the same way, but they feel they can 
ake no chances and do not know whom they 
‘an believe. Every reinsurance effects a local 
gent’s business. It is a disturbing factor in 
his agency, and it makes an enemy of him 
vhen a company, in order to gain time, orders 
ts agents to continue and assures them that 
here is no question as to the future, when at 





the same time it is negotiating for reinsurance. 
In such a case, if the company does not desire 
to acquaint the agents with the facts, it would 
seem that there was no call to deceive them. 


NELLSON MAKES A NEW CONNECTION. 


John H. Nelson of Madison, Wis., has been 
appointed special agent of the Indianapolis 
Fire for Wisconsin and Minnesota. The com- 
pany intends to organize this field. Mr. Nel- 
son was formerly an inspector of the Milwau- 
kee board and recently was in the field for the 
State of Illinois. He is a “good fellow” and 
is a success in the field. : 





REINSURES ITS CLEVELAND BUSINESS. 


The National Union Fire of Washington has 
reinsured its Cleveland business in the Dutch- 
ess of Poughkeepsie, and retired from that 
city and the State of Ohio. Business at Col- 
umbus and Cincinnati will be allowed to run 
to expiration. Phyphers Bros. & Co., who had 
the National Union in Cleveland, will repre- 
sent the Dutchess. The reinsurance was en- 
tirely arranged by Phyphers Bros. & Co. The 
National Union having signified its desire to 
withdraw, they negotiated the reinsurance with 
the Dutchess, making up the schedule, com- 
puting the unearned preimums, etc. This was 
rather unusual, as such work is generally done 
by the home office. 





WILL ORGANIZE THE FIELD. 

A. Loeb & Sons of Chicago, general agents 
of the Atlanta-Birmingham for Illinois, Wis- 
consin and Minnesota, will appoint agents in 
protected towns of these States at once. 





New Policy of Travelers. 
Hartford,’ Conn., March 29.—(Special.)— 
Vice-President John B. Lunger of the Trav- 
elers is completing his draft of a new life 
policy, the announcement and description of 
which will be given out the latter part of the 
week. 





Row Expected in Aetna Indemnity. 


Hartford, Conn., March 29.—(Special.)— 
Local officers and attaches of the A£tna In- 
demnity claim to know for certain that there 
will be such a row at the coming meeting on 
April 7 that everybody connected with the 
company will get a big surprise. 





Van Anden Wiil Go to Europe. 

Col. C. A. Van Anden, the Chicago Lloyds’ 
attorney, accompanied by Mrs. Van Anden, 
will sail for Europe on April 2, to spend about 
two months in Holland. The trip is for the 
benefit of the health of Mrs. Van Anden, who 
has been confined to the house since last Oc- 
tober, when she met with a severe accident. 





A. Loeb & Sons of Chicago are appointed 
western correspondents of the South German 
Fire and First Bohemian of Prague for sur- 
plus lines. 





Samuel A. Barclay, inspector for the com- 
panies in the office of George Herrman & Co., 
in Chicago, has resigned. Barclay is as good 
an inspector as ever covered a risk. 





Watson, Wheat & Co of Caro, Mich., are 
about to abandon the insurance business. 





The Tillson Agency at Pontiac, Mich., is 
the name of a new firm organized for the pur- 
pose of doing a fire insurance, real estate and 
collection business. The fire insurance busi- 
ness will be written in the companies repre- 
sented in Pontiac by J. A. & C. C. Tillson, the 
Mechanics, Lumbermens, Spring Garden and 
German of Pittsburg. The agency will take 
on other non-union companies as opportunity 
offers. 





Joseph W. Russell, the newly appointed as- 
sistant special agent of the A*tna for Texas, 
with headquarters at Dallas, was the recip- 
ient of many presents and tokens of good 
will at the last session of the present com- 
mon council of Hartford, Conn., of which he 
was clerk. 





NORTH ON MULTIPLE AGENCY EVIL. 





Believes that National Association Should Con- 
centrate Its Effort on Special Localities 
Rather Than Wage General 
Campaign. 





Last February President North of the Na- 
tional Association of Local Agents sent a let- 
ter to state associations suggesting that a com- 
mittee be appointed in every State to secure 
information regarding multiple agencies. He 
is in favor of continuing the agitation of the 
subject with companies and agents to create a 
favorable sentiment for sole agencies. 

The replies indicate that multiple agencies 
are confined mostly to localities, being the out- 
“growth of peculiar conditions. 

President North believes that wherever pos- 
sible the companies are restricting their repre- 
sentation, and often multiple agency appoint- 
ments can be traced to some fault of the local 
agents. 

President North thinks that more can be 
accomplished by concentrating the association’s 
efforts on special localities than by waging a 
general campaign and beating the air. 





CONVENTION OF CONNECTICUT MUTUAL. 





General Agents from Most of the Field Are at 
the Home Office Having a Fine and 
' Profitable Meeting. 





_ Hartford, Conn., March 29—(Special.)—- 
rhe two days’ convention of general agents 
and field men of the Connecticut Mutual, 
which includes representatives from all sec- 
tions of the country except the Pacific slope, 
opened at the elegant home office of the com- 
_pany this morning, President Jacob L. Greene 
presiding. This morning’s session, which was 
held in the directors’ apartments, was devoted 
to an interesting discussion and explanation 
of the new policy forms which the company 
recently put on the market. The same topic 
in more detailed phases was the theme of 
this afternoon’s meeting. To-morrow mat- 
ters of general interest, peculiar difficulties, 
and such topics will be the subject of delib- 
eration, and they will be elucidated, and aid 
in the solving of difficulties will be given 
by the officers, as such things are handled at 
the annual conventions of the Travelers. 

The general agents are having their head- 
quarters at the Allyn House and in that vi- 
cinity. It surely looks like “Connecticut Mu- 
tual week” in Hartford. The labors and 
cares of the business part of the convention 
will be banished Wednesday evening, when 
all the visitors and the company directors and 
officers will sit down to a sumptuous ban- 
‘quet at the Hartford Club. Colonel Greene 
will preside and make an address of appre- 
ciation for work done and encouragement for 
that to come, and others will be called upon 
for extemporaneous remarks. 

General Agent Crenshaw did not wait for 
this week’s interesting meetings, but left for 
Chicago almost immediately upon his appoint- 
ment by the directorate. 

Some of the westerners in the city are 
Max Lindeaur, Chicago; I. R. D. Hallowell, 
Minneapolis; James Miller, St. Paul; S. S. 
Simpson, Kansas City; E. M. Wolley, St. 
Louis; E. S, Miller, Des Moines; C. E. Lo- 
gan, Cincinnati: C. H. Greene, Indianapolis; 
A. K. Wiley, Toledo; Scott Pierce, Dayton, 
O., and E. M. France, Cleveland. 

It is understood that the new policies are 
somewhat more liberal in their terms than the 
old forms. While nothing radical is to be 
expected from the Connecticut Mutual, there 
are surface conditions of a modernizing ten- 
dency. It would not be cause for great sur- 
prise if the company should put on a little 
more pressure and make itself a more active 
factor in the business. 





JAMES GOES ON GOVERNING COMMITTEE. 

Fred S. James of the National has been ap- 
pointed a member of the governing commit- 
tee of the Union succeeding the late Judge 
Cary. 





GET THE INDIANAPOLIS FIRE. 

Klee, Rogers & Cory of Chicago, have been 
enpointed Cook County managers of the In- 
diananolis Fire. This is a growing firm com- 
posed of progressive young men, 
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DUNHAMS TWO LECTURES. 


EXECUTIVE OF TRAVELERS AT YALE. 





Discusses Accident and Liability Insurance— 
His Address on Liability One of the Most 
Notable of Whole Course. 





On March 7 and 14 President Sylvester C. 
Dunham of the Travelers was the Yale lec- 
turer on insurance. On the former date he 
discussed accident insurance and on the latter 
liability insurance. Accident insurance was 
excellently handled; but the lecture on liability 
insurance was one of the very finest of the 
whole course. Both lectures are published un- 
der copyright by the Yale Alumni Weekly in 
a supplement issued March 23, price ten cents, 
and every accident and liability agent who 
takes an interest in his work ought to read 
them both. 

ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 


After treating briefly the growth of the in- 
surance idea, President Dunham spoke of the 
origin of accident insurance in England in 
1849 by the starting of the Railway Passengers 
Insurance Company. James Gv Batterson saw 
its workings there in 1863 and on his return 
to America organized the Travelers. The 
business in America has far outstripped the 
growth in any other country. 


Extent of the Field. 


The necessity for accident insurance is 
shown by the fact that from 1863 to 1904 one 
company had issued three and a half million 
policies, under which it had paid over 414,000 
ee a or one for about each eight and a half 
policies. In 1903 about $11,000,000 was paid 
in premiums to twenty-two accident companies 
in this country. In eight general classes are 
placed over 2,000 occupations and professions. 
Non-producers are practically uninsurable. 


Moral Hazard in Accident Insurance. 


The important subject of moral hazard was 
handled by President Dunham at considerable 
lengtn and some most intefesting facts were 
noted. He gave instances of several murders 
where the motive was the recovery of money 
from accident insurance. For many years the 
Travelers paid the same for the loss of the 
left as for the loss of the right hand. In 
twenty-six years ninety-two cases of the loss 
of a right hand occurred, while 112 cases of 
loss of the left hand occurred. Then the in- 
demnity was made larger for the loss of a 
right hand than of a left. In two or three 
years twenty-one right hands were lost as 
against two left hands. So, the payment of 
double benefits for travel accidents has caused 
many peculiar accidents to occur on © umes 
conveyances. 


Adjustment and Settlement of Claims. 


When a claim is honest there is generally 
little trouble in settling it. Much of this little 
trouble arises from the difference of opinion 
as to the duration of disability. Where a 
claim is crooked, it is the duty of the com- 
pany to resist it. Crooked accident claimants 
have learned so well that certain companies 
will fight, that the number of claims contested 
now is but a small fraction of 1 per cent of 
those made. Dishonest claims have greatly 
decreased in number in the past few years. 

Finance of the Acc'dent Business. 


The chief source of revenue is from premi- 
ums. Of these, losses take about 50 per cent, 
commissions 30 per cent and 20 per cent re- 
mains for all other expenses and profits. Re- 
serves for unearned premiums were lucidly ex- 
plained. In closing President Dunham spoke 
of state supervision of insurance and gave 
tribute to the memory of the late President 
Batterson. 

LIABILITY INSURANCE. 

Before proceeding to a discussion of liability 
insurance itself, Mr. Dunham outlined briefly 
the legal relation of master and servant and 
of the legislation intended to ameliorate the 
condition of working men and to protect them 
from injuries. 

Law of Negligence Discu:sed. 

Any discussion of liability insurance would 
be incomplete without mention of the law of 
negligence, which may be considered as hav- 
ing given rise to this branch of underwriting. 
President Dunham is peculiarly fitted to handle 
this subject from his long service as general 





counsel of the Travelers before his accession 
to the presidency. 

“The right to recover damages for personal 
injuries,” said he, “has from the earliest times 
been recognized by the common law of Eng- 
land, if it could be shown that the injuries 
were inflicted through the negligence of the 
defendant.” 

The general rule has these exceptions: 

1. If the injury is caused by the negligence 
of the person injured, even if the defendant 
many be negligent also. 

2. If the injured person is a trespasser on 
the premises of the defendant. 

3. Employes are held to assume the ob- 
vious and necessary hazards of their employ- 
ment, but the employer must instruct them as 
to these hazards. 

4. If an employe is injured through the 
carelessness of a fellow servant. 

At common law damages are not recov- 
erable where death results, but this has been 
largely changed by statute. 


Enlargement of Common Law Liability by Statute. 


In a most interesting manner Mr. Dunham 
discussed the manner in which the common 
law liability of employers has been increased 
by statute, and the causes which have led to 
these statutes. 

The wonderful industrial development of the 
nineteenth century was accompanied by a 
similar development of the corporate idea. 
The employer became in very many instances 
no longer the fellow workman with his em- 
ploye, with personal and friendly relations ex- 
isting between them. It was now the corpora- 
tion giving its orders to subordinates, who in 
turn transmitted them to the workmen. These 
subordinates were not fellow servants, because 
they were superiors; at the same time they 
were not employers. The old relation of mu- 
tual friendship largely disappeared, and in its 
stead appeared in many cases a feeling of 
antagonism on the part of the employe towards 
the employer. This was intensified by the 
constant repetition of the old saying that 

“corporations have no souls” and by the ac- 
tivity of “ambulance chasing” lawyers. On 
the other side the corporations became more 
hardened through the growing belief that they 
could not get justice from juries. The relation 
of corporate employers and their employes 
thus became one of hostility when an em- 
ploye was injured, the employe seeking as 
large damages as he could get and the em- 
ployer fighting in the belief that it would have 
to pay too much any way on account of the 
prejudice of juries. This same feeling that 
existed among juries was also present in legis- 
latures, and a desire to give working men 
their rights, coupled with sympathy for them, 
led to the enactment of laws increasing the 
liabilities of employers far beyond what it had 
been originally. 


Negligence of Fellow Servants. 

The most important development in this line 
was the limiting “to but a few cases of the 
defense that the injuries were sustained 
through the negligence of a fellow servant. 
This change affected perhaps a majority of 
cases in which damages were demanded 
against an employer and was, therefore, radical 
and far reaching.” Under the new laws em- 
ployers were forced to pay many groundless 
claims rather than suffer the expense and an- 
noyance of law suits, and the condition became 
so serious that they began to look about 
for some organized system of relief. At this 
juncture there was organized in England the 
Employers Liability Assurance Corporation. 
From that beginning has grown a _ business 
which in America has amounted to $62,000,000 
in premiums in the past ten years. 

What Liability Insurance Does. 

“By the most recent, most liberal and more 
carefully considered policies of liability insur- 
ance, the obligation assumed by the insurance 
company is to— 

‘*Indemnify the assured against loss by 
reason of the liability imposed by law upon 
him for damages on account of bodily injuries, 
including death resulting therefrom, accident- 
ally suffered by any person or persons em- 
ployed by him, by reason of the operation of 
the business herein stated, and while within 
the factories, shops or yards herein described, 
or upon the ways immediately adjacent 
thereto, provided for the use of such em- 
ployes.’ 

“Substantially, the same phraseology is em- 
ployed with necessary changes for contracts 

(Continued on page 22.) 





PROTECTION OF CINCINNATI. 


GREAT IMPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE. 








Business Men Adopt Favorable Resolutions 
and Board of Public Safety Takes Very 
Important Action. 


Last Friday a mass meeting of Cincinnati 
business men was held on Change to discuss 
the improvement of the fire protection of the 
city. It resulted in the adoption of resolutions 
in favor of the proposed measures before the 
board of public safety. 


Little Improvement in Recent Years. 


James J. Faran of the board of public safety 
went into some detail as to the history of the 
Cincinnati fire department. Since the issue of 
$150,000 bonds in 1889, when the equipment 
was largely increased, comparatively few im- 
provements have been made. The department 
in these fifteen years has been increased by 
one engine company, one chemical company 
changed into an engine company, two truck 
companies, one hose company and what hose 
companies have been taken over with annexed 
suburbs. Downtown the addition of a water 
tower, tool wagon and two truck companies 
were the only improvements made in fifteen 
years. In that time the city has made its 
greatest strides. Many manufacturing plants 
have been forced out into the suburbs to get 
more room and long runs are necessary, often 
leaving the business district poorly protected. 
The fire alarm system is forty years old and 
out of date. 


Some Things That Are Needed. 


Mr. Faran said the alarm system should be 
modernized and its headquarters removed to 
the city hall, and overhead wires put under 
ground as much as possible. The fire depart- 
ment, man for man, is as good as any, but it 
needs to be added to. The fire chief’s recom- 
mendations call for the expenditure of half a 
million dollars, the purchase of real estate and 
building of a number of new houses. Mr. 
Faran spoke in favor of a large bond issue. 


Resolutions Are Adopted. 


After further remarks for an against them, 
the following resolutions were adopted: 


Whereas, Security to business interests is one of 
the most important factors in maintaining and in- 
creasing those conditions in a community which 
promote prosperity; and, 

Whereas, The dangers from losses by fire repre- 
sent a menace to business interests which demands 
the most practicable and effective means of pro- 
— through the services of a fire department ; 
anc 

Whereas, The growth of Cincinnati and its in- 
crease of risks from fire have greatly exceeded the 
provisions made for protection of property, so 
that under existing conditions, a large fire would 
call for the full attendance of the service now at 
command, rendering it impossible to be provided 
with reserves properly distributed to respond in 
the event of another breaking out of fire simul- 
taneously ; and, 

Whereas, The fire marshal, whose experience and 
knowledge of conditions and requirements enable 
him to intelligently and fittingly judge of existing 
deficiencies and requirements in facilities for meet- 
ing emergencies from fire. has made a most careful 
study of the situation and has offered recommenda- 
tions which, in his wise judgment, are fully justi- 
fied by the existing conditions, and which recom- 
mendations, either as to specific propositions in- 
troduced or by other measures equally pertinent 
to the eMigencies of the case, should have not only 
the support of the board of public safety, but also 
the approval and favorable action of the council 
of the city of Cincinnati and the commendation 
of citiens generally; therefore, be it 

Resolved, By the meeting of citizens and busi- 
ness men now assembled, that the existing con- 
ditions surrounding the fire risks of our city and 
the inadequacy of means for protection of prop- 
erty call for such measures of relief and of se- 
curity as have been recommended by the fire 
marshal. 

Resolved, That the business organizations of the 
city are hereby requested to appoint representa- 
tives to co-operate with the board of public safety 
in urging upon the council the importance of 
prompt passage of measures such as are herein 
recommended and approved. 


Board of Public Safety Acts. 

The board of public safety met on Monday 
afternoon ‘and a number of important changes 
were agreed upon. It was decided to move 
the headquarters of the fire alarm system from 
the Gifts’ engine house to the city hall at a 
cost of $50,000. 


New Engine Houses to Be Built. 
It was decided to build new engine houses 
One near Hunt and Woodward 
a double engine house at Fifth and 


(Continued on page 11.) 
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VERNER ON FIRE INSURANCE. 


INTERESTING ADDRESS DELIVERED. 





Michigan Special of the Queen Gives Commer- 
cial Students of Albion College Valuable 
Information on an Important 
Subject. 





The following summary of a lecture de- 
livered before the commercial class in Albion 
College by Frank A. Verner of Detroit, spe- 
cial agent of the Queen, is taken from the 
Jackson (Mich.) Patriot: 


The annual “fire waste” in the United 
States he puts at $175,000,000. ‘No country 
on earth but the United States could stand 
such an annual drain on its wealth and pros- 
per,’ said Mr. Verner. ‘The question is 
fast becoming one of economics, for insur- 
ance companies do not restore lost wealth— 
they at best but distribute its ill effects.” 


Function and Importance of Insurance. 


Insurance, said Mr. Verner, is socialistic 
in principle. It seeks to spread the conse- 
quences of individual misfortunes over the 
shoulders of many. It enables individuals 
to take disasters in homeopathic doses. Life 
is but a struggle against anxiety, for a condi- 
tion free from care. One who carries fire 
insurance buys a peace of mind which is worth 
all it costs. Not only this, but fire insurance 
sustains credit. The merchant who carries 
no insurance has doubtful credit with jobbers 
or wholesalers, for a single fire might make 
him a bankrupt. The man who owes part of 
the purchase price of a humble home must 
have insurance. 

Insurance stands next to railroading in 
commercial magnitude; it has more capital in- 
vested than is invested in the banking busi- 
ness. 

The insurance company is the go-between 
which, for a consideration, collects a tax so 
that the contingent disasters of the few are 
borne by the many. The average expense of 
insurance is not far from 40 per cent of the 
premiums; of this about 20 per cent is com- 
mission to agents and 3 per cent tax. Mr. 
Verner pointed out plainly that the imposi- 
tion of a tax upon insurance was paid inevit- 
ably by the insuring public, for the companies 
must receive back from the man paying pre- 
miums enough to meet every outlay, with a 
profit besides. 

Charles Sumner once declared a tax upon 
insurance “is a tax upon a tax, and therefore 
a barbarism.” 


Michigan Standard Policy Discussed. 


Mr. Verner gave considerable time to the 
discussion of that universally-circulated, but 
seldom read, literature, the insurance policy. 
In Michigan the State now prescribes the 
exact form which must be used by every com- 
pany. An insurance policy is a contract, for 
which reimbursement from direct loss by fire 
is guaranteed in consideration of certain stipu- 
lations and the premium paid. The stipula- 
tions are as much a part of the contract as is 
the premium; ignoring of the stipulations en- 
tails the same result as failure to pay the pre- 
mium. Many believe the payment of the pre- 
mium is all there is to it, and when a dispute 
arises say, “I never read the contract.” It is 
a poor contract that is not worth reading. 

The question as to what constitutes direct 
damage by fire is not easily settled. Another 
point is that no definite amount is promised 
in case of loss. Every Michigan policy is an 
agreement to insure against loss to an amount 
not to exceed the amount of the policy. If all 
fire losses equaled the face of the policy, every 
insurance company would go bankrupt. The 
fact is that only a small proportion of losess 
are total. 


Need of Careful Description of Property. 


The description of the property mentioned 
in the policy ought to be clear. It should ex- 
press what property is meant and where it is. 
A few years ago the property insured would 
be described, followed by the words “contained 
in” such and sucha location. It came to pass 
that a man had $200 insurance on a bay horse 
contained in a private barn; rate, 75 cents for 
three years. The man drove the horse to a 
neighboring village and put him in a frame 
livery stable, so bad a fire risk that the rate 
was 8 per cent per annum. The 8 per cent 
barn burned, and cremated the horse in the 
most approved manner. No insurance com- 
pany intended to insure this horse while he 





was anywhere else than in his own barn; but 
the supreme court said that anyone knows a 
horse goes from place to place and the in- 
surance follows. There was born a new 
clause—insured “while contained” in such and 
such premises. 


Non-Concurrent Policies Cause Trouble. 


In insurance policies serious trouble arises 
over failure to have forms alike, where sev- 
eral policies are issued on the same stock of 
goods or the same factories. On the same 
property, one policy may cover a_ stock of 
groceries, another on groceries and dry goods, 
another on a stock of general merchandise. 
Now, there comes a fire; $200 of groceries are 
burned, $300 of dry goods, $400 of hardware. 
The policy on general merchandise covers all 
three, one other policy covers dry goods and 
groceries and one groceries only. How shall 
the loss on these policies be apportioried ? Non- 
concurrent policies breed trouble and law suits. 


Moral Hazard Illustrated. 


Mr. Verner discussed the question of “moral 
hazard,” which includes cases where the temp- 
tation to fraud and crime by the insured is 
considerable. He instanced a case where in- 
surance was carried upon potatoes in a ware- 
house; a sudden change in weather and a 
careless employe results in $5,000 worth of 
frozen potatoes, worth nothing. The ware- 
house is worth little; the temptation to touch 
a match to it, while ‘the company is ignorant 
of the freezing, is great. There is a moral 
hazard in insuring under these conditions. 
Many a man has an honest fire, but makes a 
dishonest claim. 


What to Do After a Fire. 


So much misunderstanding has arisen about 
what to do after a fire that one often wonders 
if the human race is losing its common sense. 
“What to do after a fire? Why, do just what 
you would if you had no insurance. 
level best to protect and save what property 
is left. A fire ought not to burn up your 
sense, your honor and your moral obligations. 
Time and time again I go to adjust a loss and 
find absolutely nothing has been done. When 
I ask why, they say, ‘Why, we thought we had 
no right to touch it.’” 

The Michigan standard policy clearly de- 
fines what to do. First, notify the company or 
its local agent; second, protect the property 
from further damage; third, separate the dam- 
aged from the undamaged; fourth, put it in 
best possible order, and, fifth, make an. in- 
ventory. If the loss is on the building, have 
a detailed builder’s estimate of the damage. 
Ordinarily by this time an adjuster will arrive 
and a settlement be speedily effected. 


Insurance Covers Actuai Damage Only. 


Much misunderstanding arises from assump- 
tion that if $10,000 is carried, $10,000 will be 
paid if the loss is total. No company ever 
agreed to do this unless the cash value of the 
property at the time of the fire was $10,000. 

Mr. Verner pointed out prolific causes of 
disagreements in the settlement of fire losses. 
In November a jeweler takes out $10,000 in- 
surance, and has the goods. After a big holi- 
day trade he only has $6,000 worth of goods 
in January, and then his store burns. Should 
he receive $10,000? Of course not. When 
his value becomes less than his insurance he 
should cancel part of his policy and receive 
back his return premium. 


What Gives Rise to Valued Policy Laws? 


The theory that a company accepting a pre- 
mium for a policy should pay that amount in 
event of loss accounts for so-called “valued 
policy laws” in certain States. Mr. Verner 
contended that the property owner ought to 
be the best judge of the value of his property, 
ard in general practice companies accept his 
word for it; if he over-insures it is his own 
fault. Clainis for fire losses are not made on 
to exceed one policy in forty, and of these not 
over three or four would be for total loss. 
“Valued policy” laws compel insurance com- 
panies to find out value when they insure, 
which means added expense and higher rates. 
Mr. Verner also made a claim that such in- 
surance is in reality a premium on fraud and 
an incentive to incendiarism, imposing un- 
necessary burdens upon honest citizens, who 
must be taxed in higher rates of premiums 
to pay for the exaggerated claims of the un- 
principled few. 





The Economic Fire of New York has been 
chartered with $300,000 capital and $300,000 
surplus paid in. 


Do your~ 





AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


HOLMES CREATES A STIR. 


Frank F. Holmes, the Chicago local agent 
and secretary of the National Association of 
Local Fire Insurance Agents, is creating much 
consternation in his city this week by his bid 
for the insurance on the Cook county property. 
This insurance is considered quite a plum, and 
at its expiration the local agents, who are 
close to the politicians and can easily pull 
wires on the county commissioners, use their 
fine Italian hands as effectively as possible. 
The insurance is written for five years. The 
last time it was allotted, Mr. Holmes secured 
a large slice of the insurance because D. D 
Healy, the secretary of the public service com- 
mittee, was a member of Mr. Holmes’ firm. 
Since then Mr. Healy has been retired from 
politics, and Mr. Holmes cast about for a new 
means to secure the insurance. 

Prior to its expiration, the Chicago Under- 
writers Association’s inspection department 
raised the rates on the property and the new 
rates were promulgated last Friday. On Thurs- 
day Mr. Holmes sent in his bid on the prop- 
erty to the Cook county commissioners at the 
old rate and secured binders from sufficient 
companies to cover the insurance and 30 per 
cent more. He took the managers of the com- 
panies or local agents into his confidence, ex- 
plaining his scheme, which appeared to 
within the rules of the local board. In fact, 
hypothetical case was given to Secretary Trim. 
ingham of the local board, and he ruled that 
there would be no violation. 

The rule of the Chicago Underwriters As- 
sociation on the subject says that a binder 
takes the rate at the time the binder is is- 
sued, and frequently when local agents find 
that a rate on a big line is to be increased, they 
cancel the insurance and secure binders at the 
old rates. 

Mr. Holmes had a natural advantage in con- 
nection with the Cook county insurance, as he 
is close to the public service committee’s of- 
fice. He made up the forms to be used and 
anticipated that rates would be increased. It 
is charged that Mr. Holmes went to the rating 
department of the local board and suggested 
that the defects in the property were such that 
a new rating might be advisable. It is also 
claimed that Mr. Holmes urged that some- 
thing be done in this direction, and when he 
found that such action was likely, he put in 
his bid, and as soon as he had done so, sug- 
gested that the new rates be promulgated as 
soon as possible in order that two sets of bids 
might be avoided. 

Some of tlte local agents believe that Mr. 
Holmes went beyond the bounds in this ma- 
nipulation. Others think that he took ad- 
vantage of an opportunity, and that others 
would have done so if they had thought of the 
scheme. 

The general impression seems to be that, 
while Mr. Holmes may have acted within the 
rules, it was sharp practice of an unprofes- 
sional nature, which would arouse bitter feel- 
ing, and in the long run be of injury to the 
Holmes agency. Mr. Holmes, however, has his 
friends, who give credit to him for executing 
this coup. All the other bids were alike, and 
when it came to Mr. Holmes’ bid it was found 
that it was over $8,000 less on the five-year 
term than any other. The bid was a two- 
edged sword, as it disarranged the plans of 
the county commissioners, who had promised 
the insurance to their friends in the insurance 
fraternity, and it also antagonized the other 
local agents, who were ready to pick the plum 
from the commissioners’ hands. 

The commissioners held a meeting on Mon- 
day and wrangled over the problem, finally 
leaving it in the hands of a sub-committee to 
report on Tuesday, when the commissioners 
decided to give Mr. Holmes until Thursday 
morning to secure a written agreement from 
the companies on the binder, to the effect that 
they would carry out their contract according 
to the terms of Mr. Holmes’ bid. It is now 
up to Mr. Holmes to deliver the goods. 

The executive committee of the local board 
has ruled that the rate governing the prop- 
erty was the rate in force at the time the bids 
were opened. This throws cold water on Mr. 
Holmes’ scheme, although the companies may 
agree to issue the binder and appeal to the as- 
sociation. Mr. Holmes also threatens to take 








the matter into court if the companies do not 
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abide by their agreement with him. Consider- 
able pressure has been brought to bear on the 
companies issuing the binder to have them 
withdraw. The Home and Commercial Union 
gave notice on Tuesday that they desired to 
be released from the binder. The other com- 
panies issuing the binder are the American 
Central, British American, Connecticut, Con- 
tinental, Germania, German Alliance, London 
& Lancashire, Lumbermens, National of Hart- 
ford, North British & Mercantile, Orient, 
Phenix of Brooklyn, Pennsylvania, Queen, 
Union of England and Transatlantic. 
++ ae 


NO DECISION ON GERMAN UNDERWRITERS. 

No decision has yet been reached by the 
executive committee of the Chicago Under- 
writers Association as to the status of the 
German Underwriters in the association. This 
is the “annex” of the Milwaukee Mechanics 
and is managed by Harry Fox in Cook county, 
the local agents being Fisher, Martin & 
Wurts. The general impression seems to be 
that the executive committee cannot recognize 
the German Underwriters as an independent 
company, even if the Milwaukee Mechanics de- 
cides to allow Fisher, Martin &-Wurts to re- 
port to the home office instead of to Manager 
Fox. President Jones of the company was in 
Chicago this week adjusting the local business 
of the Milwaukee Mechanics to its non-board 
position. The company is in the same agency 
in the suburban districts in several instances 
with board companies. The separator has not 
yet been applied, but it will doubtless be done 
in a short time. The Cook county special 
agents have not been instructed by their com- 
panies yet to take action. The fight between 
the Milwaukee Mechanics and the board com- 
panies will largely be in class three territory, 
and even now the suburban agents are in viola- 
tion of board rules if they are representing the 
Milwaukee Mechanics. The Cook county spe- 
cials are endeavoring to form an organization, 
and will then perhaps open a campaign against 
the Milwaukee Mechanics in a body, provided 
their companies will give authority. 

a+ at 


LARGE SURPLUS LINE SYNDICATE. 


A large surplus line syndicate of foreign 
companies has been formed to write surplus 
line business only. Marsh, Ullmann & Co., the 
local agents in Chicago, who also have offices 
in New York, are United States correspond- 
ents and will write surplus lines for the syndi- 
cate anywhere in the United States. A joint 
policy is issued. Paul E. Rasor, of New 
York, formerly manager of the Magdeburg, is 
attorney for the organization. ‘The syndicate 
is controlled by a London firm. Inasmuch as 
there is a demand for strong surplus line com-, 
panies, this syndicate will appeal to local 
agents and those desiring to place that class 
of business. The companies and their assets 
are as follows: 


Austrian Phenix, Vienna.............$ 2,524,719 


SSS anr errr ers ree 1,215,280 
Dacia Roumania General, Bucharest... 2,609,070 
First Hungarian General, Budapest... 20; 685,110 
First Russian, St. Petersburg......... 7,314,848 
Fonciere Pesth, Budapest............. 4,223,151 
Nationala General, Bucharest......... 2,444,503 
DOGGONE, TEGGGO a cccccscvcscccsces 3,715,685 
Providentia General, Vienna.......... 733,237 
Riunione Adriatica di Sicurta, Trieste... 17,058,045 
Russian of 1867, St. Petersburg...... 2. "693.247 
Gis Ciicca seceded a wen ewan ne beh 1. "825, 061 

SR ee a ee ee eee $66,852,056 


+ ++ 
COLONIAL RETURNS TO CHICAGO. 

The Colonial of Washington, D. C., which 
retired from Chicago, has now returned and 
has placed its agency with S. F. Requa & Sons, 
where it formerly: was located. 

te ++ 
TAKES THE COTTERMAN LLOYDS. 

Walter B. Renton, formerly with the A. M. 
Best Company, and prior to that with Bene- 
dict & Benedict in New York, has located in 
Chicago to become manager of the Independ- 
ent Fire Underwriters and Fort Dearborn Fire 
Association, heretofore handled by Stanley N. 
Cotterman. Mr. Cotterman is getting the IIli- 
nois Central Fire, a stock company, ready to 
write surplus lines. Mr. Renton has located in 
the Temple building. 





A. Loeb & Sons secure the sole agency of 
the New Hampshire in Chicago. 








QHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


FIRE WARDENS FOUND IUCH GASOLINE 








Hundreds of Gallons of the Stuff Stored in 
Dyeing and Cleaning Establishments in 
Populous Districts. 





An investigation by fire wardens in Cleve- 
land shows that dyeing and cleaning establish- 
ments are in the habit of storing immense 
amounts of gasoline about their buildings. 
At 422 Prospect street between 1,200 and 1,500 
gallons were found stored in metal cans. 
About the same amount was found at 244 
Becker avenue. Of this 500 gallons was 
stored in two 250-gallon metal cans in the 
ground and the remaining 800 gallons were 
found in tanks and cans in the building. 
Another establishment at 1174 Pearl street 
had 200 gallons of the. liquid, and much 
of it was discovered in other places. All are 
located in thickly populated places and often in 
frame buildings with others all around it. The 
investigation was made with a view to ascer- 
taining conditions in order that the council 
may have a guide in framing the new ordi- 
nance in regard to explosives. However, at- 
tention has been called to the matter and insur- 
ance people will likely look into it also. 





TRIO OF DEMORALIZED TOWNS. 


The situation at Wilmington, Kenton and 
Coshocton continues unsatisfactory. Rates are 
demoralized in all these towns and repeated 
efforts do not seem to have brought about any 
improved conditions. Mercantile risks in some 
of these cities are being taken at 35 cents. 
Most of. the field men have gotten disgusted 
with the conditions and have about given up 
endeavoring to bring about an improvement. 

++ a+ 
PREMIUMS HAVE FALLEN OFF. 


The general prediction is that premiums in 
Ohio will not hold up this year to the point of 
1903. There is less building going on and 
stocks have been reduced considerably. The 
Baltimore fire did not stimulate premiums to 
any extent. Most companies feel that they 
are to be congratulated if they break even. 

ee ++ 
CLEVELAND THEATERS MADE IMPROVEMENTS. 
* The Cleveland theaters have completed al- 
terations as suggested by the fire wardens and 
are now in about as good condition as they 
can be made. All of them have fireproof cur- 
tains and additional exits have been made for 
both the audience and the actors. Useless 
openings have been bricked up and skylights 
over the stage have been put in good working 
condition. All chairs and other movable ob- 
jects have been taken from the auditorium of 
all the houses and the exit doors will be left 
unlocked during performances. In some cases 
stairways have been straightened and steps 
have been taken out of aisles, so that egress 
can be had without trouble. The wardens 
have been engaged for the past three months 
in looking over the theaters and superintending 
the improvements. 
++ ++ 
OHIO APPOINTMENTS. 
Agricultural—Samuel C. Wilson, Jr., Ada. 
American, Mass.—Albert Henry, Ashtabula; 


ave L. Morse, Elyria; Babcock & Veon, Lo- 
rain. 

Citizens, Mo.—Henry Snyder & Son, Urichsville. 

Fire Association—McLain & McRoberts, Dela- 
ware; Isaiah W. Pressler, Montpelier; W. X 
Weakley, Millersport. 
Samuel W. Dakin, Yellow Springs; 
Couplins x Williams, Cambridge. 

Glens. Falls—Norris & Manning, Cc. L. & 

William E. Roberts, 


A. B. Thomas, Jamestown ; 
Jewett; Gunther, Plummer & Weust, Cincinnati. 
German American—Edward M. Bell, Utica. 
Hartford—John K. Dunbar, Manchester: F. M. 
Kern and Albert G. Stolz, Bucyrus; Alpin F. 
Monroe, Cleveland; Lewis W. Faweett. Rushsy!l- 
m. M. Roberts, 


vania; W. B. Evans, Paulding; Wm 
McRoberts, Dela- 


Akron. 
North America—McLain & 

ware: Isaiah W. Pressler, Montpelier. 
Indemnity—A. C. Van Driesen, Toledo. 
L. & G.—Frank Smith & Co., Cleveland. 
Norwich Union—B. M. Braddock, New Lexing- 


to 
National Union—Jasper N. 
vale 





Bethel : 


Richardson, Dillon- 


Northwestern National—Lewis A. Conklin, For- 
est, Huron County Realty & Investment Company, 
Norwalk. 








North River—Rodney W. Moffett & Son, Spring- 
field ; Herman Miller, Sandusky ; John Cooper, Mt. 
Vernon ; Albert M. Collett, Ironton ; Fred C. Ev- 
ans, Newark ; Chas. C. Lord, Elyria; Babcock & 
Veon, Lorain; Helmick & Worrell, Zanesville ; 
Marvin ¢C. Clark, Portsmouth, Russell D. Cook 3 
Marietta. 

Providence- Washington—Frank A. Downs, Ur- 
bana; Trustin P. Brown, Circleville. 

Sun, Eng.—William R. Gould, Silverton. 


++ ++ 
OHIO AFTER UNAUTHORIZED COMPANIES. 


The indictment of A. T. Wood at Cleveland 
for placing insurance in unauthorized com- 
panies is understood to be the beginning of a 
crusade by the insurance department of Ohio. 
The department wrote the prosecutor of 
Cuyahoga county that is had received many 
complaints of the operations of such compan- 
ies in the State recently. 





RUBBER GAS CONNECTIONS MUST GO, 





Chief of Fire Department at Akron Preparing 
an Ordinance Against Their Use. 





Chief Mertz of the Akron fire department is 
preparing an ordinance which will prohibit the 
connection of gas stoves to light burners by 
means of a rubber hose and will also demand 
that gas stoves be connected by a pipe to an 
open chimney. He says: “The majority of 
people are far too careless in the way they 
handle gas stoves and it is time that some pro- 
vision is made that will protect them in_this 
regard. The gas stove is one of the most 
dangerous furnishings in the modern house. 
A large number of fires are started in this 
manner and besides this the danger of loss of 
life by a leaky rubber hose and the possibility 
that the tubing is not fastened to the light, is 
very great.” The Summit county association 
has taken the matter up with Chief Mertz and 
unless something is done, the rates will be in- 
creased to cover this hazard. The gas com- 
panies are also taking it up and will under no 
consideration make the necessary extension for 
the purpose of coupling a gas stove to a gas 
plug by means of a rubber hose. 





ZANESVILLE BOARD BANQUETS. 


The members of the Zanesville local board 
banquetted at the Clarendon Hotel Tuesday 
evening, March 22. It developed that all 
present were possessed with appetites which 
would do credit to the hardy craftsmen of the 
Maine woods. A jolly good time was had and 
many phases of fire insurance were discussed 
to the benefit of all. These little gatherings 
are very beneficial, getting the agents together, 
and they thereby become better ecquainted 
with each other. 

++ ++ 


SPRINGFIELD LEVEE TO BECOME DECENT. 


The notorious “Honky Tonk” of Springfield, 
O., will be torn down in sixty days. This was 
one of the “levee” resorts which was intended 
to be destroyed in the effort to wipe out by 
incendiarism the notorious negro quarter of 
Springfield a few weeks ago. This entire quar- 
ter will be greatly improved, manufacturing en- 
terprises signifying their intention of establish- 
ing plants in the district. In the meantime a 
special grand jury is investigatin, and it is sup- 
posed that the state fire marshal and the at- 
torney-general are conducting separate ex- 
aminations. 

++ +e 

PARKERSBURG HAS GOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Two very serious fires were barely averted 
at Parkersburg, W. Va., on February 2 by the 
timely arrival of the fire department. The more 
serious one was in the new seven-story Camden 
office building, which is nearing completion, at 
the corner of Seventh and Market streets. It 
appears that a fire, which had been started to 
thaw out some frozen pipes, communicated 
with some lumber being used in the construc- 
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tion of the building. The fire was not dis- 
covered until it had gained considerable head- 
way. The second fire was in the handsome 
residence of William Evans. Since the de- 
partment has been taken from the hands of 
politicians it has become very much improved, 
and Parkersburg can boast of the best fire de- 
partment of any city in West Virginia. This 
is steadily becoming very much improved and 
two new buildings are now being erected, one 
in East Parkersburg and one in North Park- 
ersburg, where full fire fighting appliances will 
be installed. 





OHIO LEGISLATURE IS VERY ACTIVE. 


Many Bills of More or Less Interest to Insur- 
ance People Have Been 
Introduced. 





The past week witnessed much activity in 
the Ohio legislature in regard to proposed in- 
surance legislation. 

On the 2tst bills were introduced in the 
lower house providing that surety companies 
may issue policies indemnifying depositors 
against loss by failure of banks. 

An amendment was also offered to the 
present law abolishing the double liability of 
stockholders in Ohio corporations, in accord- 
ance with the constitutional amendment 
adopted last fall. 

Another bill would require companies writ- 
ing business in Ohio to file with the county 
recorders copies of their annual certificates 
from the state superintendent of insurance. 

On the 22d the lower house passed the bill 
requiring the giving of bonds by all public 
officials at public expense except those re- 
quired from the superintendent of insurance 
and notaries public. 

On the 24th a bill was introduced permit- 
ting foreign insurance companies to deposit 
traction company bonds where the company 
has not defaulted interest for three succes- 
sive preceding years. 

Another was introduced authorizing the 
organization of mutual live stock companies. 

One changing the time of payment of the 
state fire marshal’s tax from December to No- 
vember was also offered. 








WAN 'TE © 


to represent a good fire insurance company by an 
established agency in Massillon, O1i0. Good busi- 
ness assured to right company. Address X. Y. care 
of the Western Underwriter Co., Cincinnati, Obio 











VALUABLE TO AN AGENCY. 


The Queen Insurance Company of 
America sustained losses amounting to 
about $450,000 in the Baltimore confla- 
gration and it is paying them promptly. 
It has not felt that the case was one that 
called for a wide spread announcement, 
for the reason that it is only doing what 
it was created to do, namely, to give pro- 
tection to those who hold its policies. To 
pay all honest claims, whether large or 
small, is one of its chief funcions, and be- 
ing intelligently managed it is as well 
prepared to meet the demands of a con- 
flagration as those of a village fire. For 
doing this it deserves no credit and asks 
none. 

There is, however, a feature in the 
Queen’s record in which it does take a 
great deal of pride, and that is in the 
universally close and friendly relations it 
holds with its agents, which have grown 
out of its willingness to concede that they 
do conscientious work and that their 
viewpoint is always worth considering. 
For this reason alone the Queen is al- 
ways a valuable addition to any agency, 
regardless of the number of companies 
comprising it. 

If the Queen has nothing to say, it 
writes no letters; and, if it cannot give 
a good reason for an opinion, it keeps 
that opinion to itself. 

Good agents wanted in all large and 
small places. 

Queen Insurance Company of America. 
Western Department, 
Chicago. 

P. D. McGrecor, W. L. Kina, 
Manager. Asst. Manager. 





OHIO AND WBST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


Lewis Hartz gets the agency of the Pitts- 
burg for Cleveland. 

A. M. Sanderson of Wilmington, O., 
unionized his agency. 


Robert Allison, president of the Cincinnati 
Equitable Insurance Company, dropped dead at 
his home in Cincinnati last week. 


Jesse Parker has associated himself with 
the E. N. Shaver agency at Zanesville. 

George W. Black & Co. of Toledo have 
sold their agency to J. E. McAfee. 

E. L. Lyon and George F. Stuck, as Lyon 
& Stuck, have opened an insurance office in 
East Palestine, O. 

Walter T. Booth 
taken the Norwich 
and Firemans Fund. 

Will H. McGervey of Xenia has opened his 
insurance office in the Schmidt building, op- 
posite the courthouse. 


The agency of Scott S. & Jerome G. Wolf at 
Fremont has given up ‘the North German and 
the Security of Connecticut. 

The Barberton Insurance Agency has, been 
started at Barberton, backed by Bruner- 
Goodhue-Cooke Company of Akron. 

Joshua Clark becomes agent of the Citizens 
and the North America at Lancaster. They 
were represented by the late C. M. L. Wise- 
man. 


The Western Adjustment & Inspection Com- 
pany has moved its Cleveland office from the 
Williamson to 607 Park building. C. F. Barn- 
ard is manager of the company at Cleveland. 

The net fire premiums received by the 
various agents belonging to the Zanesville local 
board reached the sum of $76,456 for the year 
1903. This shows a gain of $5,000 over 1902. 

The Western Reserve Insurance Company of 
Cleveland has taken quarters in the new Park 
building, the insurance center of Cleveland. 
It has been located in the Williamson building 
since its organization. 

Thorne T. Dillon will give up his position as 
assistant cashier of the Massillon Savings & 
Banking Company and move to Canton, to be 
associated with his father-in-law, West L. 
Alexander, in his agency. 


has 
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FIRE PROTECTION OF CINCINNATI. 
(Continued from page 8.) 

Smith streets to replace the one now there, to 

be equipped with a new, large engine; a double 


engine house at Pearl street and Eggleston 
avenue to take the place of the one now at 


Pearl and Martin streets; a new house in 
Clifton for Engine Company No, 34, and 
a ‘new truck to be sent there; a new 


house for No. 35’s engine company in West- 
wood; the engine house at Linwood to be re- 
modeled and a new truck installed; a double 
engine house at Spring Grove and Queen City 
avenues; a new house at Court and Plum 
streets to house a large modern engine; an 
engine house to be built in Winton place and a 
company installed there; engine house No. 31 
to be abandoned and a new one built on Ob- 
servatory road; a large double engine house 
with all modern equipment in Mt. Auburn. 


Other Improvements Provided For. 


Other improvements were provided as fol- 
lows: One of the new large engines to be pur- 
chased to be put in No. 4 house on Sycamore 
street; to remove the water tower from No. 
22’s house on Fifteenth street to the new en- 
gine house at Spring Grove and Queen City 
avenues; a hose company for Price Hill, one 
for Evanston and one for South Cumminsville; 
an additional truck company to be installed at 
No. 7’s engine house on Webster street; three 
plug repair wagons and three fuel wagons to 
be purchased at once; water tower No. I to 
be repaired immediately ; the fire alarm system 
to-be extended to all annexed suburbs. 

While these changes do not contemplate 
much new building in the business section or 
the bottoms, they provide for a stronger equip- 
ment for the towntown houses and such local 
protection for the suburbs as will relieve the 
downtown companies from making long runs 
and leaving the business section unprotected. 





Samuel E. Forsythe, 
Salle street, Chicago, has sued Frank A. Col- 
fey, the New York broker, for $10,000 dam- 














ages, alleging that Colley called him an em- 
bezzler, 


an agent at 189 La 
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Detroit Agency Is Furnishing Valuable Sur- 
veys by an Engineer to Those Who Give 
It Control of Large Lines. 


The local agents of Detroit are considerably 
interested in a new form of competition 
adopted by a prominent agency, and there is 
some discussion as to whether the method 
amounts to’ a rebate or not. Several large 
lines have already been secured, and if the 
plan is allowed it will undoubtedly become 
quite a factor in the control of important risks. 

sriefly the plan consists of giving a detailed 
survey and appraisal of a plant in exchange 
for control of the insurance at the advisory 
rate. The objection lies in the fact that these 
surveys are costly, and it is therefore held by 
some that they are unlawful, as they are prac- 
tically rebates to the assured. ‘Their legality 
is now being considered by the local club. 
The answer lies in the question how far an 

agent may go in serving his customers. There 
is no doubt that the surveys are considered 
valuable as a basis for insurance, as there are 
pins: appraisal companies that get big fees 
for the same sort of work. They are very 
elaborate and accurate, and appraisal compa- 
nies sometimes charge as much as $1,000 on 
large plants. The Detroit agency employs a 
civil engineer with several assistants, and only 
lsrge offices could meet it on the same ground. 

The appraisal shows the amount of destruct- 
ible value in a plant, exclusive of stock, from 
which can be determined the proper amount of 
insurance to be carried. It would also be val- 
uable in adjusting a loss, and for these reasons 
it is claimed to be legitimate competition. Its 
great cost, however, leads many agents to class 
it as unfair. 





GRAND RAPIDS AGENTS DRIVEN OUT BY FLOOD. 

A large portion of Grand Rapids has been 
inundated by reason of the Grand river’s leav- 
ing its banks, and the flood losses will be very 
severe. The Grinnell agency, also the offices 
of J. B. Tallman of the Manchester and F. N. 
Brown of the Caledonian, have been driven 
out of their quarters in the basement of the 


Old National Bank, and their losses will be 
considerable, although all the more valuable 
papers and records have been saved. They 


have opened offices temporarily on the ground 
floor of the Michigan Trust building. 


++ ++ 


FIRE IN HOSPITAL CREATES PANIC. 

A panic was created by a small fire breaking 
out in the Delta County Hospital at Escanaba, 
in which there were a great many fever cases. 
Many of the inmates were lowered from the 
windows by the attendants. The loss is 
chiefly from smoke and will amount to about 
2,000. The Northrup & Benton agency con- 
trols the line. 


+t a+ 
MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
American, N. J.—E. A. Densmore, Mason: A. T. 


Miller, Swartz Creek; L. 


Clyde Payne, Sparta. 
Assurance Co. 


of America—Fred McBain, Grand 


Rapids ; Hall & Kennedy, Jackson ; Warren C. Hull, 
Lansing. 

British America—Norman W. Mather, Grand 
Rapids. 


Citizens, Mo.—L. Clyde Payne, Spa pa. 


Concordia—H. W. Thompson, Cadillac. 

Commercial Union, N. Y.—Bowen & Bowen, Mt. 
Pleasant. 

Commercial Union, Eng.—D. B. Menerey, Cole- 
man. 

Farmers & Merchants—Matthew A. Fitzsim 
mons, Ironwood. 


Federal—Parker & Smith, Ann Arbor: Chas. P. 
meee. Grand Rapids; Hall & Long, Jackson: 
. L. Yost & Co., Ypsilanti. 

German, Ind.—Matthew A. Fitzsimmons, Iron- 
wood. 


Germania—F. H. 
Detroit. 
Granite 
cock. 
German-American—B. D. 
J. Miller, Center Line: 
Mosher, Onondaga : 
Girard—Watts A. 
Hartford—-M. G. 


Cochran, Detroit; E. R. Boye, 


State Fire—Finley & Coughlin, Han- 
Vaughan, 
Eddy Bros., 
Glaser Bros., 
Chatterton, 
Van 


Bellevue: F. 
Eagle; F. E. 
Riga. 

Mt. Pleasant. 
Antwerp, Detroit: Ora C. 


Parr, Hubbardston. 
North America—Jesse E. Hodge, Breckenridge. 
National, Pa.—Matthew A. Fitzsimmons, Iron 
wood 
Northern, Eng.—¥Finley & Coughijp, Hancock; 


J, B, Leary & Co., Laurium, 
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National 
naba. 
Northwestern National—E. R. 
ing Ida G. Case), Fenton. 
*hiladelphia Unde rwriters—Roy E. Webster & 
Co., Big Rapids; Frederick O’ gg nh Hiilsdale. 
Providence-Washington—N. F. Jenison, Lansing. 
Rossia—W. G. Titus, eee’ 
Security, Conn.—J. 'D. Selaney, Alma; L. M. 
Carleton, Lumm; E. A. Densmore, 4 
Thuringia—P. W. Creaser, Alma; C. Braden, 
Lake Odessa; H. M. Merrill, Ricken; M. A. 
Stevens, St. Louis. 
Western Underwriters—Chas. H. Meshen, Ben- 
ton Harbor; N. W. Mather, Grand Rapids; A. C. 
Cc hristenson, Manistee. 


Union—Escanaba Ins. Agency, Esca- 


Hovey (succeed- 


NOTES ON MICHIGAN FIRE PROTECTION. 





New Equipment Added at Some Points and 
Needed at Others—Menominee’s Fire 
Losses $100,000 for 1908. 





The northwestern section of Grand Rapids 
petitions the common council for better fire 
protection. The board of commissioners is 
asked to place a new engine in No. 3 house 
at West Leonard and Quarry streets. 

A new fire alarm system has been installed 
in the works of the Oldsmobile Company at 
Lansing, connections being mfade with the 
city system. 

Borings are being made for a standpipe sys- 
tem of waterworks at Corunna. 

The common council at Hart has author- 
ized the purchase of 600 feet of additional 
fire hose. 

“Will the new council make any move to- 
ward getting fire protection for Grant?” asks 
the Independent of that village. “Why not 
wake up? Waterworks are cheaper than a 
clean sweep of fire would be.” 

The report of the fire chief of Menominee 
shows that the losses by fire there during the 
year aggregated over $100,000. 

Port Huron’s two new fire engines are ex- 
pected to arrive April 1. 

“Where is the fire?” This is the question 
that is debated on for two or three minutes 
at the hose house at Kalkaska every time an 
alarm is turned in. The only way of finding 
out the location of the blaze is through the 
crowd of excited people, and recently through 


misdirection the department went directly 
away from the fire. The town needs a better 
system. 

Two new fire alarm boxes have been in- 


stalled at East Hancock. 

Fire protection is being provided at 
Coopersville at a cost of $12,000. Another 
improvement promised is the formation of 1 
volunteer fire department. 

Two dozen chemical extinguishers have 
been provided as additional fire protection at 
the Capitol building, Lansing. 





NEW LINE OF INSURANCE. 
The very newest sort of business in insur- 
ance is the Amalgamated Cribbage League of 
Michigan, composed of special agents who 


ANNOUNCEMENT! 








Insurance Supplies 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO. 
is now in a position to furnisk 
companies, fieldmen, local agents, 
adjusters and brokers with any 
line of supplies. We have 


Expiration and Line Books, 
Registers of all Styles, 

Block and Street Books, 

Dwelling House and Household In 


ventories, 
Policy Files, 


Proofs of Loss and other Blanks, 
All Special Agents’ Books, Polig 
Labels, etc., etc. 








have tired of whist and flinch. Each man 
plays three games with every other member 
and at the end of the tournament by some in- 
tricate adjustment by differential calculus the 
winner is chosen and wins the pennant. W. 


Shadrach Abbott, of the North British, is the 
chief vizier, and J. Buster Tallman, of the 


Manchester, is umpire. 


++ + 
PEAT PLANTS IN MICHIGAN. 

There are two or three plants in Michigan 
that dry peat for fuel. These plants are 
located at Capac and Chelsea. Insurance men, 
however, are suspicious of these plants, owing 
to the fact that the management will not allow 
inspections. It is stated that the apparatus 
in one of the plants has not proven successful, 


and hence companies are refusing to write 
them. 


++ a 
OUTSIDE MEN AT GRAND RAPIDS. 

The following are the outside agents at 
Grand Rapids: F. J. Provin—Buffalo Com- 
mercial, Milwaukee Fire, Northwestern Na- 
tional and Security Fire; Decker & Jean— 
Allemania; R. W. Irwin—vU. S. Fire; J. D. 
Naysmith—Commerce of Albany and Eureka 
Fire & Marine of Cincinnati; J. H. McKee & 
Son—North German of New York; Anton 
Thieson—Copper of Dayton, O. 

t+ +o 
SUMMER RESORT BUSINESS. 

Summer resort business in Michigan is 
looked upon as profitable to the companies. 
Nearly all write freely on cottages and sum- 
mer hotels. There have not been very heavy 
losses on this class and the rates are higher 
than in most other States. During the sum- 
mer time the owners usually carry an excess 
line on their property. The companies use 
the rugular summer hotel form. Almost all 
this business is controlled direct by the local 
agents. 

++ ae 
WATCHING THE “‘SOO”’ BUSINESS. 

Following the financial collapse of the cor- 
poration that was developing the resources 
at Sault Ste. Marie, insurance companies be- 
lieve that there is some moral hazard in that 
neighborhood, although they give the opinion 
that the “Soo” will eventually become one 
of the important cities of Michigan. Natur- 
ally the failure of this institution affected 
business considerably. 

+t at 
RECOMMEND NEW ENGINE HOUSE. 


The board of police and fire commissioners 
at Grand Rapids recommends to the common 
council that a new fire station be erected at 
Grandville avenue and Hall street, provided 
that Hall street be graded so the apparatus 
may be moved quickly to Godfrey avenue, for 
better protection of the factory interests of 
that section. This action is in response to a 
petition of factory owners in the “Valley” 
district for added protection. 


a+ + 

SUIT TO COLLECT OLD ASSESSMENTS. 

William B. Hicks, receiver of the Farm- 
ers Mutual Fire of Holly, which went to the 
wall several years ago, has brought suit 
against Jacob Kurtz of Thetford to test the 
right of the receiver to collect the final as- 
sessments levied when the concern went out 


of business, which a number of policyholders 
refused to pay. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


‘Lhe Russia has just been admitted to Michi- 
gan. W. G. Titus of Lansing is attorney. 

The American of Boston has gone on a sole 
agency basis with Bierce & Sage in Detroit. 


The Delaware has transferred its Detroit 
agency from the Stevens office to Julius Bon- 
ninghausen. 

W. E. Darling, the independent adjuster, re- 
cently went to Baltimore to settle the loss of 
Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, on their Bal- 
timore branch. 


The local clubs that were formed at Ish- 
peming, Negaunee and Marquette seem to be 
thriving very satisfactorily, and the local 
agents report but little trouble, 





WEEK’S NEWS IN. INDIANA. 


MANUFACTURERS MUTUAL STARTED 











Company that D. M. Parry, President of Na- 
tional Manufacturers Association, Has Peen 
Advocating Is Incorporated. 





The American Manufacturers Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company was incorporated in In- 
dianapolis on Saturday under the act of 1852, 
the premium note assessment plan. The com- 
pany’s statement shows that it has $111,494 
outstanding in these premium notes and cash 
to the amount of $22,433. The incorporators 
are C. C. Hanch of the Nordyke & Marmon 
Company, Indianapolis; M. S. Blish, head of 
the Blish Flour Milling Company, Seymour, 
Ind.; Thomas P. Egan of the Fay & Egan 
Company, Cincinnati; A. A. Hirshheimer, 
president of the LaCrosse Plow Company, 
LaCrosse, Wis.; F. C. Nunemacker of the 
Nunemacker Printing Company, Louisville, 
Ky.; O. H. Perry of the Columbus Buggy 
Company, Columbus, Ohio; Frank A. Huber 
of the Huber Manufacturing Company, 
Marion, Ohio; S. S. Stratton, Jr., of the Gaar- 
Scott Company, Richmond, Ind, and E. E. 
Perry, Secretary of the Indiana Millers Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company and secretary of 
this new company. D. M. Parry, president of 
the Parry Manufacturing Company, Indianap- 
olis, president of the National Manufacturers 
Association and president of the Citizens In- 
dustrial Association of America, is president 
of the new insurance company which, it is un- 
derstood, is backed by the National Employ- 
ers Association. The company has had an 
auspicious beginning, and, it is said, has se- 
cured about as much business in two months 
as most mutual companies do in two years. 





EFFECTS OF FLOOD AT INDIANAPOLIS. 

Indianapolis has had the worst flood in its 
history. It put the Indianapolis waterworks al- 
most out of commission by flooding the main 
pumping station. The old pumping station, 
however, which was able to give pressure suf- 
ficient to protect the residence property, es- 
caped damage by the flood, although the es- 
cape was a narrow one. On Tuesday morn- 
ing one of the engines at the main plant was 
started again and, with the assistance of the 
old station, gave a pressure of eighty pounds 
over the city generally and ninety pounds in 
the business district. The Mayor of the city 
issued a proclamation cautioning the people 
to use the greatest care about fires and ad- 
vising that all business and manufacturing 
plants be carefully patrolled. Firemen were 
put on patrol in the downtown district after 
midnight. 


++ ++ 


INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aachen & Munich—Joseph W. Amis, Clinton. 

American, N. J.—J. W. Brooke, North Liberty; 
G. W. Doughty, New Carlisle; Chris. 
Francesville; G. W. “est Ft. Wayne; 
& Hammell, Windfall ; . Smith, Monroe City ; 
F. R. Fowler, Peru 
’ an ‘Central—Daniel B. McKahan, Wa- 
as 





. Williams, Columbus. 
Fire Association—Israel Kemery, Angola. 
German Alliance—McCoy, Boeckmann & Co., 


Vincennes. 
German American—W. A. Foote, Farmersburg ; 
Harry V. Hyatt, Washington. 


German, Freeport—John C. 
dale; John G. Dunn, Atlanta. 

German Fire—P. J. Millikin, Cayuga. 

Hartford Fire—Immel, Hess & Foulks, Goshen. 

North America—Henry C. Rogers, Knox: Her- 

man D. Sasse, Crown Point; Henry W. Schibrede, 
New Albany; R. Frank Raber, Columbia City: J. 
E. Hall & Sons, Valparaiso; K. J. Bauer & Son, 
Ft. Wayne 

London—William H. Bertsch, Connersville. 

Milwaukee—Lioriel J. Larkin, Mount Vernon. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—Zoercher & Patrick, Tell 
City. . 
- New Hampshire—Hidden-Honk Company, Terre 

aute. 

Northwestern National—W. L. Jay, Fairmount ; 
W A. Lower, Decatur; Allen B. Webb. Attica. 

Norwich Union—wW. S. Cline, New Paris. 

Palatine—Freber & Reilly, Indianapolis. 

Prussian National—Foust & Foust, 


Vickory, Blooming- 


Columbia 


City. 

Philadelphia Underwriters—The Brockenbrough 
Agency, Lafayette; Fletcher A. Payne, Wabash; 
Hawkins & Haddon, Sullivan; Sherman & Arn- 
stein, Crown Point: Carroll & Barker, Knight 
town; Charles B. Fitch, Ft. ae e: James H. 
Persons, Jacksonville; David Holling shead, 
Hartford City; Swallow & McLain, Summitville ; 
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Oliver J. meteen, Frankfort ; Craig & Brown, In- 

dianapolis ; Gallogly & Haefling, Decatur. 

Sdward J. Franklin, Marion. 
Scottish U. & N.—Asher L. Cornelius, Syracuse. 
Security, Conn.—J. A. Downard, Danville. 
Springfield—C harles C. Kelley, Knox; Lucius G. 

Martin, Attica; Leroy T. Ross, Valparaiso; F. W, 

Babb, Jasonville ; Louis N. William, Stinesville. 
Sun, Eng.—William D. Dalton, Elkhart; Meyer 


Blout, Attica. 
3eil & Clark, Bluffton ; 





Western Underwriters— 
J. W. Kirkpatrick, Muncie. 


+++ ++ 


NEW AGENCY IN PRINCETON. 

Wright & Mebane have opened an insur- 
ance agency at Princeton, Ind., taking the 
Glens Falls, American of Philadelphia and Ag- 
ricultural. Princeton is enjoying something 
of a boom now that oil has been struck in 
that vicinity and there is considerable insur- 
ance being offered. 





GERMAN OF INDIANA CELEBRATION. 





Has Rounded Out a Half Century of an Honor- 
able Career and Will Commemorate the 
Event on April 15. 





The German Fire of Indiana will celebrate 
the fiftieth anniversary of its foundation at 
a dinner to be given at the Columbia Club, 
Indianapolis, April 15. The German has had 
a most honorable career. It has always op- 
erated in a conservative way and built up a 
corps of loyal agents. The German deserves 
credit for what it has accomplished. It is a 
first-class western institution. 





SHERRICK RETURNS FROM A REST. 


Auditor David E. Sherrick of Indiana has 
returned to his desk after a four weeks’ so- 
journ at a sanitarium, where he went to get 
a much needed and well earned rest. His 
trouble is nervous prostration. He is in- 
defatigable when at work. He passed through 
two strenuous campaigns and was inaugu- 
rated into his present office at its busiest time 
(during the session of the legislature). He 
began his duties in the same energetic way 
in which he conducted his campaigns: Dur- 
ing last year he snatched a day or two from 
his work occasionally, but the benefits were 
only temporary. His physician finally ordered 
absolute rest from work, and that is what he 
has had. He returns in better shape than he 
has been for a long time. 


++ ++ 


IMPROVED ELEVATOR SHAFT. 


D. F. Spees, deputy state factory inspector 
for Indiana, has completed plans for an im- 
proved elevator shaft, by the use of which the 
spread of fires through shafts can be pre- 
vented. The device can be attached to any 
shaft. Mr. Spees hopes to have the State 
adopt the design and make its use wide- 
spread. Through a triplicate folding door, 
which is automatically placed in position when 
a fire breaks out, the vent of air and smoke 
can be checked. The elevator operator at the 
same time can release an overhead door 
which cuts off communication with the higher 
stories. 


++ ++ 


FLOODS HURT INSURANCE BUSINESS. 


Indiana fire insurance agencies report bus- 
iness somewhat slow, due to delays in build- 
ing operations. ‘These had got a good start 
when the worst floods in the history of the 
State, which swept through Indianapolis and 
the other chief cities and towns of the State, 
put a full stop to the continuance of the work 
_ spoiled the chances of new business for 

the fire insurance agents. 





INDIANA NOTES. 


Worth Wright,, a prominent citizen of In- 
dianapolis, was killed by the fall of a small 
piece of iron cornice from a bank building, 
and all the cornice work on Indianapolis 
buildings will now be inspected. 
Wm. Merker, chief of the New Albany, 
Ind., fire department for over twenty years, 
died March 25 after a short illness of the 

grip. He was seventy years old. His son, 

John H. Merker, is chief of the fire depart- 
ment at Alexandria, Ind, 





STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


NON-BOARD AGENCY STRENGTHENED. 











National Union of Pittsburg Enters the J. W 
Scott Office in Springfield, Making 
Six Companies. 





The National Union of Pittsburg has gone 
to the non-board agency of J. W. Scott in 
Springfield. This company was_ represented 
by Brinkerhoff & Co., who purchased the 
Grant agency. The union field men stipulated 
that the Grant agency remain clear. Special 
Agent H. M. Huff, of the National Union, who 
really discovered the Brinkerhoffs, did not 
stand in the way, but it was arranged that an 
uncle should take the Nationa Union, he being 
in the real estate business. The union field 
men decided that this would be held in viola- 
tion of the rules and would not agree to the 
proposition. Mr. Huff, therefore, went in Dr. 
Scott’s office. The agency, in addition to the 
National Union, represents the Northwestern 
National, National of Pennsylvania, New 
York Fire, North River and German of Peoria. 





LOSING ELEVATOR AND GRAIN LINES. 





Companies Find that the Better Class of Busi- 
ness in Illinois Is Going to the 
Mutuals. 





Companies operating in Illinois begin to 
realize that the elevator and grain business of 
the best grade is going to the mutuals. At one 
time the stock companies had the bulk of this 
business, but the mutuals have made a raid on 
it until now local agents find they are unable 
to meet the competition. Special agents in 
going to elevator towns make inquiry as to 
whether lines cannot be secured on the local 
elevators and the local agents reply that the 
mutuals have secured the business. The. ele- 
vator business in Illinois has been a profitable 
line for the mutuals. 





GRANT AGENCY DISPOSED OF. 

The agency of D. & F. I. Grant at Spring- 
field, Ill., has been sold to Brinkerhoff & Co., 
the real estate firm. The field men were in 
charge of this office for three weeks. They 
had to protect their own interests as well as 
guard the welfare of the other agents. Fred 
Grant will be in the employ of the firm. 

+e +e 


ELGIN AGENTS’ TAXES. 


The following are the taxes paid by Elgin 
agents, at the rate of 2 per cent of premiums: 
Ed. N. Dangerfield, $323; J. E. Bakker, 
$11; P. B. Fuller, $12; J. H. Jones, $8; A. 
M. C. Todson, $7; C. H. Britton, $21; E. L. 
Gilbert, $133; C. L. Lehman, $9: F. B. Allen, 
$37; J. W. Farnum, $171; Goddard & Leach, 
$85: H. F. Volstorff, $11; F. E. Shopen, $38; 
C. F. Volstorff, $92; M. 7. Springer, $33; G. 


F. Sills, 49 cents; A. H. Hubbard, $154; 
Hunter & Given, $102; S. E. Weld, $43. 
+e ++ 


COMMITTEES AT TWO TOWNS. 


The joint committee of the State Board and 
Field Club will visit Tuscola on Thursday of 
this week and Rantoul on Friday to decide 
upon annexing both towns to the same stamp- 
ing bureau in their immediate vicinity. It is 
also proposed to reorganize a local board at 
Tuscola. Affairs in these towns have not been 
very satisfactory as regards rates and prac- 
tices and it is therefore hoped that the com- 
mittees will be able to shape up conditions. 

++ ++ 


MAKING HEADWAY IN ILLINOIS. 


The Continental of Chicago now has about 
120 agents in the State and-is pushing for the 
better class of business. The company is 
writing selected farm risks in addition to its 
regular agency business. Its connections in 
Illinois are with a good class of agents and 
the company reports its experience since it 
began operating as a general agency company 
as very favorable. It confines its operations to 
Illinois only and does not write any surplus 





lines. The company this year expects to in- 





crease its business within the limits of safety 
and is therefore seeking representatives in lo- 
calities where is it not now operating. Charles 
J. Russell is secretary and general manager 
and George H. Scott assistant secretary, who 
handles the field work for the Continental in 
connection with the National of Allegheny, of 
which he is state agent. 

The Continental’s expense and loss ratio last 
year were very low. It is operating on the 
plan of cultivating a small territory, avoiding 
the congested centers of large cities. It writes 
small lines, well scattered. 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 

The Agricultural goes to George S. Walker 
at Lemont and to Mary L. Carrithers at Fair- 
bury. 

F. M. Smith has purchased the interest of 
his partner, L. W. Dachsteiner, in the agency 
at Dixon, Il. 

S. K. Hatfield of the American of New 
Jersey, who recently underwent an operation 


for appendicitis, expects soon to be at his 
work. 





BUSINESS IS BEING REDUCED. 

The surplus line companies have not lost 
heavily in the recent conflagrations but the 
usual inflow of business has been checked and 
their premiums have thus been reduced. Busi- 
ness men who are forced to accept surplus 
line companies are making sure they are re- 
sponsible, and many will not take chances on 
institutions concerning which there is doubt. 
The reduction in premiums is thus depleting 
the loss paying fund of these companies and 


many of them rely on current premiums to 
pay losses. 





MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY. 


In an agent’s survey of a frame building in 
reply to number of ground floor occupants, 
the answer was “six.” Their names are given 
as “Mrs. Blank. and family of six children, 
one boy and five girls.” Occupancy, Base- 
ment—‘Mrs. Blank, five sisters and one 
brother.” First Story—Mrs. Blank, five sis- 
ters and one brother.” Second Story—‘“Mrs. 
Blank, five sisters and one roomer.” Doubt- 


less the boy has too weak lungs for a high 
altitude. 








































CASE OF INDIGESTION. 


The following loss notice has been sent to 
two companies from a Blue Grass claimant: 

“You will Pleas notyfy the Ginerel agents 
of the end All 90. the: .ccccccess 
That i want my loss digested & if rangments 
is not made for a digestment in a fewe daze 
i aime to file soot for the foice of my Polycys. 
i think i have wated long enough for my loss 
to be digested. It seems to me thev have binn 
verry slowe to digest my loss so i doont meene 
to wate but a fewe daze longer on them for di- 
gesting the matter i alwaze lack to give enny 
wun time & i think i have give theze peepul 
plenty of time to make this digestion. hop 
to here at wunse.” 





J. W. COCHRAN GOES TO TEXAS. 


J. W. Cochran, organizer and for several 
years manager of the Ohio Inspection Bureau, 
who severed his connection with the bureau 
in 1902 to become actuary of the Eastern 
Union, has accepted a proposition from the 
Trezevant & Cochran general agency at Dal- 
las, Texas, and expects to go to his new 
headquarters this week. 





RICHARDSON TAKES THE FIELD. 

W. C. Richardson of Kansas City, Mo., who 
has been connected with the Fetter rating bu- 
reau, has been appointed special agent of the 
companies managed by R. J. O. Hunter & Co 


of Chicago. Mr. Richardson is a brother of 
Charles agate second assistant general 
agent of the National. 





The Interior Underwriters and Manufactur- 
ers Fire Underwriters, two Chicago Lloyds, 
have ceased writing new business. They are 


managed by J. B. Roddick & Son. 
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FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


SAY TOBACCO BUSINESS IS DECLINING. 








Report as to the Substitution of the Beet Sugar 
Industry by Farmers in the the Wis- 
consin Belt. 


Some of the insurance companies are making 
investigation of the report that tobacco grow- 
ers in the Wisconsin tobacco belt have become 
disappointed in the results accrued from the 
sale of this product and find that it is not as 
profitable as was anticipated. In this connec- 
tion it is stated that the land in the tobacco 
belt, which was supposed to be productive of 
a fair grade of tobacco, is not maintaining its 
strength, and hence tobacco growers are con- 
sidering the proposition of using their farms 
for the cultivation of sugar beets. Some of 
the papers in Wisconsin claim that the price of 
tobacco is not satisfactory to the farmers. This 
condition of affairs, if found to be true, will 
raise a serious underwriting problem as to lines 
on tobacco warehouses, especially if the indus- 
try is on the wane. In some parts of Wiscon- 
sin, especially at Menominee, the farmers are 
beginning to raise the sugar beet. Wisconsin 
may decide to follow Michigan’s example in 
the beet industry. 





NON-UNION FIELD CLUB PRACTICALLY CERTAIN. 

The plan for a field club of the non-union 
special agents of Wisconsin, which was started 
amid the good feeling engendered at the ban- 
quet given W. A. Chapman recently, is pro- 
gressing favorably and an organization will 
undoubtedly be effected at the meeting to be 
held April 12. The members of the Wiscon- 
sin Field Men’s Club are in hearty sympathy 
with their non-union brethren in the move- 
ment. 

++ a+ 
CLEAR NG ASSOCIATION WORKS WELL. 

The Underwriters Clearing Association of 
Milwaukee offers an object lesson in economy 
and ease in the collection of balances between 
agencies. The clearings for last month be- 
tween the fifty-four members were $7,112, and 
the members to whom the balances were due 
received their checks promptly on the 25th of 
the month at an expense of only 22 cents per 
$100. This is much cheaper than having col- 
lections made by a $12 a month boy, if such 
a thing was possible. 





WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, N. J.—G. J. Schaffner and W. E. 
Walters, Hanover; M. H. Barry, Montello; J. J. 
MecGillis, Marinette; G. C. Morrow, Oconto; C. E. 
Fisher, Loganville; John Meili, Cochrane; B. F. 
Blish, Racine; B. F. Le Valley, Allen’s Grove; 
E. S. Plank, Almond; W. B. Vail, Benton; F. R. 


Melvin, Brooklyn; L. P. Zilkoski, Crandon; E. S. 
Pattison, Durand; Miss L. H. Lins, Eagle; 8S. F. 


Grover, Grantsburg; 
Willard, Mazomanie; 


S. N. Watson, Lodi: H. N. 
W. H. Pierstorff, Middleton ; 
M. B. Downing, Milton Junction; H. L. Smith, 
Mondovi; L. A. Pfaff, Necedah. 
Citizens, Mo.—aAlice E. Hubbard, Manitowoc. 
Commerce—Quincy A. Matthews, Milwaukee. 


Commercial Union, N. Y.—Louis W. Brazeau and 


Solomon G. Pelkey, Oconto; James W. Good, 
Allan T. Pray and A. W. Sanborn, Ashland ; 
George W. Brunschweiler, Appleton; Louis C. 


Mohr and Charles Lenz, Green Bay; D. 
& Sons, Racine. 

Detroit—Edward C. and Laura F. 
VPiymouth; H. J. Bowell & Co., Merrill. 

Farmers & Merchants—John F. Roberts and F. 
Walter Heiss, Eau Claire: John C. Flanagan, 
IIurley ; John D. Giddings, Fond du Lac: Charles 
W. Sunstrom and Chris J. Johnson, Marinette; 
Heller, Frank Damkoehler, Milwaukee ; 
Keuren, Oshkosh; William W. Hall, 
Peshtigo: Eugene K. Ansorge, Green Bay. 

Firemens, Newark—Hugh Martin, Sheboygan; 
M. J. Downey, Portage; Albert Falk, Shebovgan. 

Firemans Fund—F. Otto Steckerwald, Milwau 
kee. 

Franklin—-Alice E. 

German, Freeport 

German, Ind. 
Birdie Oftelie and 
ton; Freeman H. 


J. Morey 
Wehe, 


Iiubbard, Manitowoc. 
William MeNair, Antigo. 
Scott & Sherman, Janesville; 
Abraham L. Severson, Stough- 
Gilkey, Grand Rapids; John F. 








WAN'T E DBD. 


Four men who have had experience in 
Fire Insurance Business. Address 


NORTHWESTERN ASSURANCE INSPECTION CO. 
OSHKOSH, WIS: 














Roberts and E. Walter Heiss, Eau Claire; John C. 
Flanagan, Hurley. 

Milwaukee—Martin E. Wilde, Lorenz F. Wagner 
and Louis H. Rathke, Milwaukee; John Schelling, 
Racine. 

Milwaukee Mech.—Russell D. Smith, Bangor ; 
Lewis H. Felker, Kendall; Charles A. Brandt, 
Manitowoc; Henry Otto, Prairie du Chien. 


Northwestern National—D. Vance & Co., Mil 
waukee; Henry Otto, Prairie du Chien; Fritz 
Tanck, Kenosha. 

Norwich Union—William Doll, Lancaster. 

Palatine--Hartvig P. Axelberg and George F. 
Morgan, Washburn. 

Queen—Truman T. Parker, Kenosha; Alvis 8. 
Trow, Merrillan; William M. Evans, Prairie du 
Chien; A. A. Graves, Loy 


al. 
Security—C. Partr idge, 


Abbotsford; M. H. 
Barry, Montello. 

State—H. J. Bowell “o Merrill. 

United American—wW. Jaudl, Racine ; Herbert 
C. Crook, Kenosha ; Fred ie J. M. Schneider, 
Milwaukee. 

Western Underwriters—William E. Cline, New 
London; Wenzel J. Jaudl, Racine. 

Poynette Mutual—R. L. Adams, W. W. Collins, 
Madison; Bert Bailey, Mazomanie; Robert Lach- 
man, Belleville; Robert Wittke, Mayville; F. G. 
Holtz, Columbus; F. D. Goodwin, Rio: H. W. 
Johnson, Poynette; H. J. Thielke, Mayville. 

S. W. Wis. Mut.—F. T. Field, Elroy ; C. W. Pott, 
Sparta. 

Watertown City Mutual—D. Schweiger, Water- 


town ; Henry Opgenorth, West Bend; Mat se 
north, Green Bay ; Robert Wittke, Mayville ; M. 
Neuber, Theresa; E. P. Worthing, Fond du Rows 


John Mertes, Neosho ; = 


R. Van de Zande, Camp- 
bellsport; C. 


Pfeifer, Plymouth. 





MUST SIGN POLICIES AS INDIVIDUALS. 





Insurance Commissioner of Wisconsin Rules 
that a Member of a Firm Must Attach 
His Own Name to Policies. 


A question of considerable interest to local 
agents in Wisconsin has arisen from the re- 
cent decision of the commissioner of insur- 
ance that in agencies consisting of firms or 
corporations all policies must be signed by 
an individual, as agent, thus: John Jones, 
agent, of Jones & Smith. Some of the pol- 
icy inspection bureaus have tried to make 
as much capital as possible by telling their 
clients that their policies are not properly 
signed and quoting the insurance commis- 
sioner and attorney-general. 

The best legal talent obtainable has given 
opinion that the present method of signing 
policies with a firm name is correct; but, as 
the principle involved is of no especial conse- 
quence to either companies or agents, they 
will probably gracefully submit and change 
their present style of signature. 





PAPER MILL SCHEDULE NOT APPLIED. 

The paper mill schedule in Wisconsin has 
not yet been applied and it is the opinion of 
the field men that the paper mills will not be 
rerated under the new schedule but it will be 
used for new mills. The paper mill industry 
in Wisconsin is developing and one or two 
new mills are being erected. 

++ ++ 
D'SSATISFIED WITH THE RATES. 

Some of the local agents at Kenosha are 
complaining of the new rates there and say 
that in some cases they are meeting with con- 
siderable difficulty in securing them, owing 
to the attitude of the assured in thinking that 
the rates are too high. Some of the assured 
are cutting down their insurance and not 
paying any more in the aggregate for in- 
surance than they have in the past. 

++ ae 
COMPLAIN OF A MUTUAL AGENT. 

There is some complaint at Beloit that H. 

Cunningham of Janesville, who represents 
a high-class mutuals, has been invading 


that territory and taking business at cut rates. 
Mr. Cunningham also represents several stock 
companies at Janesville and is a member of 
the local board, but it is claimed that he does 
not observe rates in other places. The tax 
returns show that he wrote $2,500 in premi- 
ums in Beloit last year. 





WILL PROBABLY RECOPIMEND CHANGES 





Commissioner Host Recognizes that Present 
Law for Taxing Premiums Is Unjust, 
But He Must Enforce It. 





Commisssioner of Insurance Zeno. M. Host 
admits the injustice of the present Wisconsin 
law regulating, the taxation of fire insurance 
companies and will make some radical recom- 
mendations to the next legislature. While ad- 
mitting the injustice of taxing reinsurance 
premiums he can only execute the law as it 
stands. The present statute exacts a 2 per cent 
tax on the gross income of the companies less 
cancellations, but he will probably recommend 
a 3 per cent tax on gross income less return 
premiums and losses incurred, which will be 
much fairer to the companies. 

Commissioner Host is at present at his home 
in Milwaukee very ill with a severe attack of 
erysipelas and will be confined to his house for 
a month at least. His severe labor of the last 
few months has told upon his health. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


The Svea transfers from M. H. Schmidt to 
W. H. Webb at West Superior. 


John H. Nelson, special agent of the State 
of Illinois in Wisconsin, has resigned. The 
sg will be looked after from the home of- 

ce. 


The new south side fire insurance patrol 
building at Milwaukee will probably be ready 
for occupancy May 1. It will cost about 
$20,000. 

The city of Racine is carrying insurance on 
its public buildings to the extent of only about 
25 per cent of their value. The subject of in- 
creasing the amount is now under discussion. 





GENERAL WESTERN NOTES. 


Baird & Elliott of Omaha have sold their 
fire repotting business to W. Stewart Adams. 
M. F. Bates of Duluth secures the Commer- 


cial Union of New York to replace the Green- 
wich. 


The German of Freeport has entered Indian 
Territory. It will be under the jurisdiction of 
General Agent Shumard of New Orleans. 

H. I. Howe, manager of the Southern 
Minnesota Inspection Bureau, has finished 
rating fifty-six towns. The work has been 
in progress two years. 

The supreme court of Nebraska has declared 
the reciprocal tax law invalid. It is said that 
under the decision the State will become liable 
for $150,000 collected from insurance com- 
panies. 

R. B. Howell of Lincoln, Neb., receiver of 
the defunct Merchants & Manufacturers In- 
surance Company of Douglas, has secured 
judgments against a number of policyholders 
who refused to pay assessments levied to 
meet the liabilities of the company. 

There has been considerable talk of increas- 
ing rates in Brainerd, Minn. This town has 
been unprofitable to the companies, there hav- 
ing been twenty-six fires since January 21. It 
is stated that the water pressure is not suffi- 
cient. The fire protection at Morehead, Minn., 
is also complained of. 








—_— 


FIRE BUSINESS OF WISCONSIN 


IN 1903. 


The following summary of business in Wisconsin in 1903 is taken from Commissioner 


Host’s preliminary report: 





Companies. ~ — Written 











Wisconsin Stock Fi BR cial ia sot & hia baie 
Wisconsin Mutual Fire. baecnncs 
Wis. City and Village Mutuals........ 
Other States Stock Fire. ‘ 

Other States Mutual 
UR IR a weds a tees decane 
Foreign Marine 





=. eres 




















Gross Paid for 
Premiums ee Losses Paid. I ned 
Received ‘i ncurred. 
insurance. 
$41 41,418, 182.50 $ 525,345.49 $ 97,284.56 $ 195,001.15 $ 198,842.95 
4.460,837.00 44,905.19 622.59 * 239.75 22,350.25 
16.724.249.64 0 rraae TS eae 
wee 4,923.379.07 954.464.99 2,145,242. 80 2,101 190.07 
4,740,429.95 105,550.57 8.133.39 70,342.33 72,078.85 
x py 972.37 1,745,475.37 354,935.00 944,428.47 924,148.25 
V3, 34 26,243.30 675.05 31,677.58 41,237.13 
| $450.546.936.76 | $7.498.573.39 | $1,416,115.58 | _$3,484.047.66 | _ $3,359,847.50 
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~ 1 ins ause. This ruling will Welch, Bethany ; Lawrence W. Good, Clinton; Jas. 

THE WEST AND NORTHWEST oe “ne ager scene caus This . 8 in- S. Stewart, Hopkins; M. F. Herrington, De Soto. 
ave ittle effect and the companies are National. Conn.—Amos L. Colman, De Soto: 

== clined to look upon it in an amused way. In Robert L. Macey, Hardin; Joseph P. Wayne, Hig- 
: . > enimenr » clause is ion: vee; Frank T. Crowley, Lawson; Wm. A. Martin, 

ELECTRICAL ORDINANCE AT DULUTH. ae oe eye — Liberal; James Brown, Parkville; Horace L. 
with the assured, as in many other States. Stites, Pilot Grove; Musser & Price, Plattsburg ; 

Mine aks ++ ~+ Joseph E. Black, Richmond; Angus E. McGlashan, 

Insurance Interests Feel that the Proposed Salem; Wm. Underwood, Steelville; Henry 0. 


Action Will Be a-Detriment in a 
Number of Ways. 


The ordinance at Duluth to make the elec- 
trical inspector subject to the mayor rather 
than the chief of the fire department is still be- 
fore the city council. Insurance interests are 
opposing itonthe ground that the present sys- 
tem prevents to some extent the play of politics 
and trades unionism. It is felt that if the in- 
spector is made an appointee of the mayor a 
union tnan will fill the position. He can then 
hamper building operations and co-operate 
with union workmen by using his city position 
to force contractors to meet the terms of the 
labor element whenever there is a clash. Elec- 
trical Inspector Boyd has visited Duluth to in- 
vestigate the conditions. 





FIRE INSURANCE BUSINESS OF OMAHA 


Premiums Collected in 1902 by Companies in 
the Nebraska City as Returned 
for Taxation. 


The following table shows the premiums col- 
lected in Omaha in 1902 by the various fire 
insurance companies as returned for assess- 


ment of taxes for ae 
Aachen & Mun..$ 3,63: 
Aitna rT 


Lon. & Lan. ... 


6,938 





ondund-ad Manchester ...$ 6,079 
Agricultural Mechanics 2.106 
Amer., N. Mercantile 1,960 
Amer. Cent. Milwaukee 2.055 
a? , ee Mil. Mech. 

Amer. Fire Nat., Conn. 
Atlas Si ne td Neb. Und. 
Brit. Am., Can.. New Ilamp. 
Brit. American New York 

(Woodmen) eee 
Brit.-Am., N. Y. Northern ..... 
suff. Com. a?) Serr 
Buff. Ger. a. ee Seven 
Caledonian N. W. Nat 
Citizens, Mo. N. W. Nat. 
Columbia ..... Nor. Union 
Com. Union re 
Concordia ..... Palatine ...... 
Connecticut POM. scccces 
Continental Pennsylvania .. 4,500 
Delaware Phenix, Eng... 7,460 
Equitable ..... Phenix, N. ¥. .. 12,903 
Farm. & Merch Phenix, Conn.. 14,540 
Fire Assn. Potomac vane 833 
Firemans, N. J. Prov.-Wash, ... 4, 200 
Firemans Fund. Pruss. Nat. 5 
Firemens, Md... CUTE senccuse 
Franklin ...... Reliance ...... 
Germ. Alliance. Royal Ex. 
Ger.-Amer. : rte 
Ger., Freeport. . Scot. U. & N... 
Germania ..... Security ....... 
0. re Skandia ...... 
Glens Falls Springfield 
Greenwich ~% Sog. Gard. 
Hamburg-Bremen ae 
Hanover ...... 6,908 i Oe a ceeas 
oo , Pee 16,940 Sun, Eng 
Ilome, N. Y. 20,099 ot, OOO EE: 
Hiome F. & M 3,587 Thuringia ‘ 
Indemnity Tee TYOGSTS .ncess 
No. Amer. 10,546 ln. Firemens. . 


Kings Co. 


coos Eee 
Law Union .... 1 


666 


Union, 
Victoria 


Eng. 





Lafayette ..... 790 Westchester 
L.&L.&G., N. Y. 1,989 Western, Can... 
L.&L.&G., Eng.. 14,100 West. Und. 
TAMER scccscs 2,008 W'msburg City. 
CONFLICT AS TO NOON. 
The Policyholders Union and Commis- 


sioner Dearth of Minnesota seem to come in 
conflict as to the meaning of the word “noon” 
in an insurance policy 
has ruled that “noon” means solar time, while 
the Policyholders Union recommends that 
endorsements be placed on policies to the ef- 
fect that “noon” means standard time at the 
location of the property insured. Most of the 
members of the Policyholders Union are 
making the endorsement that it suggests and 
paying no attention to Commissioner Dearth’s 
ruling, 


Commissioner Dearth 


++ ++ 


COINSURANCE IN MINNESOTA. 

Most companies are endeavoring to insist 
on the coinsurance in Minnesota, and 
owing to this the larger plants are using it. 
The law prohibits coinsurance where the line 
is less than $25,000 Commissioner Dearth 
has ruled that companies cannot decline to 
carry insurance because a man refuses to ac- 


clause 











ANOTHER HARVESTER COMPANY HIT. 

A few days ago the Acme Harvester Com- 
pany of Peoria, Ill., suffered a loss of over 
$50,000 by the burning of its warehouse at 
Aberdeen, S. Dak. There was no insurance. 
It will be remembered that the International 
Harvester Company was caught without in- 


surance in its fire at Topeka, Kan, a few 
weeks ago, which destroyed its warehouse 
next to the Parkhurst-Davis Company’s 


wholesale grocery. 





NEBRASKA’S LOSS RATIO IS TOO HIGH. 


While Premium Receipts Are Growing, Losses 
Increased Much More in Proportion in 
1903 Over 1902. 


E. P. Fitch of the State Fire, in speaking 
to the Omaha Bee concerning fire underwrit- 
ing in Nebraska, said a short time ago: 

“A recent statement that the amount of 
insurance written in 1903 was $170,197,568, as 
compared with $153,484,480 in 1902, is signifi- 
cant only as it shows an increase commen- 
surate with the increase in general values. 
The fact that the premiums for 1903 were 
$2,178,822, as compared with $1,999,013, are 
of importance only as viewed with reference 


to the same natural increase and the fact 
that the average rate is lower; in other words, 
the insurance was purchased for a less 
amount per $100 in 1903 than in 1902. The, 


real ye yr seg nes lies in the comparative state- 
ment of the losses incurred by the companies 
during the same period. In 1902 they were 
$738,866, or 37 per cent of the premiums, 
while in 1903 the losses incurred were $1,213,- 
or 56 per cent of the premiums, an in- 
crease of 50 per cent for the year. 

“Herein lies the test and the 


751, 
exhibition 


Nebraska. 
following 


of results of fire underwriting in 
“A comparative 
interesting figures : 


table shows the 


Lo ss 
rat ¥ 
4 


P remiums. 





: * .f 
Ps 6s 06646 Kedbestesessencese 1,822,400 
Da» veer edicrcdoeseaneace¢ 1,999,013 
1903..... 2,178,832 





“The nies ratio baud Widest is too high. 
It can be reduced by an intelligent examina- 
tion of the causes that have produced this re- 
sult and a co-operation with those who have 
the most at stake, the millions of insurance 
capital and surplus held for the protection of 
our citizens.” 





MISSOURI AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American 
Wm. F. 
ville. 

American, N. J.- 
J. Crose Bounds, 
dam, Alexandria ; 
hk. T. Fulkerson, 


Columbia; F. W. 


Central—Walter C. 
Drake, Moselle; F. Il. 


Biggs. 
Isenberg, 


Senath ; 
Owens- 
-B. H. Hayes, Jr., Salisbury ; 
Momerly; J. C. Van Pr applelen 
Penn & Sallee, Fulton; J. T. & 
Sweet Springs; EF. C. Fulkerson, 
Niedermeyer, Columbia; J. 8. 
Pence, Wakenda; Banta & Milan, Macon; Dr. T. 
R. Moore, Salisbury. 

Commercial Union—Maude C. Hendrex, Warrens 
burg. 

Continental—Joe W. Moore, 


Sikeston; W. L. 
Ilensley, Hillsboro; C. A. 


Hardesty, Cardwell: E. 


M. Dearing, Potosi; L. H. Slaughter, Mountain 
Grove; Geo. Patterson, Willow Springs: E. E. 
Chiles, St. Clair; Chas. C. Slowensky, Cuba; T. 


V. Wilson, Dixon; W. F. 
Mussellman, W ebb City. 


Aven, Republic ; Henry 


Germania—Miller & Higgins, Milan; Dockery & 
Hilbert, Kirksville. — 

German American—A. L. Schmidt, St. Louis; 
Wm. T. Homes & Co., St. Louis. 

German, Freeeport—Clyde L. Clark, St. Joseph. 

German, Pa.—Thomas & Price, Jefferson City. 


North America—J. S. Ream, 


Green Ridge; Wm. 
C. Heck, California; Albert D. 


Hewitt and Geo. 8. 


Price, Jamesport; Wm. L. Cole, Pacific; Baird & 
Eaton, Kansas City; M. C. Bell & Co.. Holden; 


Wm. Traughber, Norborne; Wm. 
rado Springs; Martin & Co., 
Haile Bros. & Co., 
Monroe City. 

lowa State Mutual—J. 
J. BE. Brady, Malta Bend; 
J. P. Painter, Humphreys. 


R. Boughn, 
North 
Farmington ; D. 


Eldo- 
Springfield ; 
R. Davenport, 


Rennison, Boonville ; 
‘rank Monroe, Sedalia ; 


Manchester—Robt. C. Piersol, Monroe City: R. 
Marion Sheppard, Neosho; Alexander Van Bus- 
kirk, Oregon. 


Merchants, Mo.—Silas R. Rowley, Maryville ; 


Wm. PD. Summers, Harrisonville: Espenschied & 
Monroe. Sedalia: Frank M. Joslyn, Tipton: Wim. 
Case, Grant City: Roy LD. Robinson, Appleton 


City; Hunter & Kraemer, California; Reeves & 





Ilollow, Sullivan. 
Northern, N. Y.—Ike B. Dunlap. Kansas City. 
Northern, Eng.—Espenschied & Monroe, Sedalia. 
Phenix—James McKnight, Bernard; J. D. Rob- 

erts, Bethany. 
Providence-Washington 

Sedalia. 

Prussian National 
ton. 


Espenschied & Monroe, 
Medlin & Boschert, Carroll 


++ ++ 
MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Commercial Union, Eng.—-Morton W. Brewster, 
Wells; Frank A. Dunham, Owatonna; Warren & 
Kinyon, Owatonna. 

Commercial Union, N. Y.--Luke B. Castle, Still- 


water; Frank A. Dunham, Owatonna. 


Continental—-Nelson & Gugisberg, Gibbon; Wim. 
Waterman, Brownsdale; M. J. Frey, Nicollet. 

Detroit—Samuel D. Wilmers, Benson; Lorenzo 
J. Rocholl, St. Cloud. 

North America—Peter C. Bayers, Ormsby; 
Ilans C. Hanson, Barnum. 

County of Phila.—George J. Dressel, Water 
ville. 

Germania—Gustav A. Kortsch, Alexandria. 

German, Freeport—Hansen & Lyche, Barnes 
ville. 

Hamburg-Bremen—John F. Wyman, Northfield. 

Indemnity—Sims, Snyder & Keiler, Crookston; 
Susie Dallen, Perham; Fred Strange, St. Cloud. 

Northern, N. Y.—Renwick B. Knox, Duluth. 

Norwich Union—Citizens State Bank, Twin 
Valley. 

Northwestern National—Robert M. Leonard, 
Belview. 

Northern, Eng.—F. J. Kennedy, New Paynes- 
ville. 

Orient—Wm. C. Sargent, Duluth. 

Palatine—Clark F. Corey, Hibbing. 

Providence-Washington—Dean WY Palmer, Fair 


mont; John W. Hemmy, Long Prairie: Person & 


Haskins, Zumbrota; Michael J. Moriarity, St. 
Paul; John H. Garlough, St. Paul. 

Philadelphia Underwriters—Chas. J. Berdan, 
Tracy: Wm. Staples, Mora; Isaac H. Claggett, 
Pine City. 

Rochester, German—Felix A. Borer, Le Sueur. 


Royal—C. Erick Prickson, 
Kennedy, New Paynesville; 
Hayfield. 

Stuyvesant—George V. B. 

Western, Ont.—Alex R. 

Western Underwriters 
Brainerd. 


Milaca ; 
Reinert R. 


Hill, Minneapolis. 
Sinclair & Co., Duluth. 
Michael BE. Ryan, 


Frank J. 
Spande, 


++ ae 


IOWA MERCHANTS MUTUAL FAILS. 

The Iowa Merchants Mutual of Sioux 
City, with nearly $2,000,000 insurance in force, 
has gone to the wall. It has asked for a re- 
ceiver, and the state auditor and attorney- 
general, thinking the interests of policyhold- 
ers will be as well conserved in this way 
any other, have approved the application. 

++ ++ 

NEW SPRINKLER EQUIPMENT AT OMAHA. 

The installation of a sprinkler system by 
the Boston Store of Omaha has been almost 
completed at a cost of about $11,000. It has 
not yet been inspected and approved by the 
underwriters. It is understood the sprinkler 
system in the Kingham building will be put 
in working order, as the property has 
changed owners. 

++ a+ 
FORM POOLS TO INSURE ‘‘THE PIKE.’ 

Two insurance pools have 
people having concessions Pike” at the 
World’s Fair. One of the pools is headed by 
D. Markham of W. D. Markham & 
Co. and the other by one of the largest con- 
cessionaires. The great difficulty in obtaining 
insurance is the cause of the formation of the 
pools. The plan is said to be for each mem- 
ber of the pool to pay in 6 per cent of the value 
of his building into a common fund, and this 
is kept intact, and in case of fire the damages 
are to be paid out of the fund, and at the 
close of the Fair if anything is left in the fund 
it is to be divided among the members after 
paying all expenses. The state insurance de- 
partment has been approached as to the legal- 
ity of the pools and the superintendent is said 
to have held that such an organization would 
not come under the control of the department. 


as 


been formed by 
“on the 


George 





The annual meeting of the Oklahoma and 
Indian Territory Board will be held April 19. 

Two St. Paul agencies, John Townsend and 
D. D. Smith, have combined. It will be con- 
tinued as a union office. 

Rumors of dissolution of the firm of Strick- 
land-Doolittle Company of St. Paul were with- 
out foundation. The only change in the firm 
was the admittance to it of H. G, McCall as 
a member, 
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LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES 


DAYTON LIFE MEN HAVE ORGANIZED 











Over Twenty-five Agents Become Charter Mem- 
bers aud the Association Starts Auspi- 
ciously—C. H. Cord Elected ‘ 
President. 





The life underwriters of Dayton, Ohio, have 
organized. An effort has been going on for 
some time to bring this about. President 
Ward of the National association and Presi- 
dent Mack of the Cincinnati association visited 
the city last Saturday; the agents gathered at 
a dinner at the Phillips House and immediately 
afterward proceeded to organize. 

C. H. Cord, general agent of the Michigan 
Mutual, was chosen president; John M. 
Kramer, Mutual Benefit, first vice-president ; 
Victor J. A. Obenauer, agency director of the 
New York Life, second vice-president; Wil- 
liam O. Cord, Michigan Mutual, secretary; 
Victor P. Van Horne, district manager of the 
Mutual Life, treasurer. The executive com- 
mittee consists of the president, secretary and 
treasurer and William F. Nuttall, superintend- 
ent of the Prudential; A. F. Burdoin, general 
agent of the National of Vermont; Mr. 
Thomas, Equitable of New York; Sidney 
Eckley, A£tna, and George V. Smith, manager 
of the Royal Union Mutual. Milner Brien of 
the New York Life was elected to represent 
the association at the me¢ting of the National 
executive committee at Philadelphia. 

The charter members number between 
twenty-five and thirty and represent the fol- 
lowing companies: Aé£tna, Equitable of New 
York, Fidelity Mutual, Massachusetts Mutual, 
Metropolitan, Michigan Mutual, Mutual Bene- 
fit, Mutual of New York, National of Ver- 
mont, New York Life, Prudential, Royal 
Union Mutual, Security Mutual, Travelers 
and Western & Southern. 

Much credit is given to the untiring efforts 
of W. O. Cord in bringing the organization 
about. The splendid pioneer work done a 
year ago by Victor J. A. Obenauer is also 
worthy of mention. 





TETER BILL HAS PASSED THE HOUSE. 


The Iowa house of representatives has 
passed the Teter bill, providing that life in- 
surance policy forms must be approved by the 
governor, auditor of state and attorney-gen- 
eral, or two of them, and that they shall not 
approve any form unless the issuance of the 
same is based on a medical examination, to 
be passed by the applicant for insurance. The 
penalty for violation is a fine of from $100 to 
$1,000, or revocation of authority to do busi- 
ness in the State. This bill, if it becomes a 
law, will stop the operation of “Iowa bond” 
companies, unless they introduce medical ex- 
aminations. 


++ ++ 

GREAT NORTHERN BEING REORGANIZED 

The Great Northern Life, an assessment 
company of Chicago, promoted by Ferdinand 
Spies, is being reorganized, and it is under- 
stood some funds will be injected into its 
veins to enable it to pay its claims and con- 
tinue in business. It wrote some industrial 
business, but this will be reinsured. An ef- 
fort was made to get the Western Union 
Life to absorb the Great Northern, but terms 
could not be reached. 

++ ++ 

CONNECTICUT MUTUAL’S GREAT RECORD. 

On March 1 the Connecticut Mutual crossed 
the line where the amount paid to policyhold- 
ers in its history exceeded the amount re- 
ceived from policyholders. Its receipts had 
been $228,374,607 and its payments to policy- 
holders and beneficiaries $228.724,115, and it 
has on hand about $65,000,000 in assets. What 
an example of the wonderful power of com- 
pound interest. 

++ +4 

BURLINGTON’S RELIEF DEPARTMENT ACTIVE. 

The relief department of the Burlington 
Railway system has decided to put solicitors 
on the various branches of the lines to work 
up business among the employes. The rules 
have been amended to permit the increase in 
regular death benefits and accident death ben- 





efits, so that employes receiving $95 a. month 
salary or more can now insure for as much 
as $9,000, to be paid in case death results 
from accident. The rates have recently been 
reduced about 16 per cent. The Burlington 
pays the medical examiners and houses the 
medical and relief departments without ex- 
pense to the latter. It is said the claims for 
damages for injuries to employes have greatly 
diminished by reason of the relief depart- 
ment. 


++ ++ 


SUN LIFE MEN BANQUET. 

Over 100 members of the field force of the 
Michigan branch of the Sun Life of, Montreal, 
with their ladies, had a banquet at the Hotel 
Cadillac, Detroit, on the evening of March 22. 
President Robertson Macaulay and Secretary 
T. B. Macaulay of the company, Commissioner 
Barry and Deputy Commissioner Hadley were 
among those present. 





ROTTEN PROPOSITION IS UNEARTHED. 





Indianapolis Life Underwriters Meeting with 
Competition of Insidious Character Involv- 
ing Dating Policies Back and 
Taking Liens. 





Many of the Indiana life insurance men 
have discovered that agents of certain com- 
panies have adopted a peculiar practice of 
dating policies back and are pursuing it in- 
dustriously, causing considerable trouble to 
the agents of old, standard companies that 
do not do this kind of business. These say 
that the practice, though alluring to a certain 
class of policyholders, is deceiving, as it does 
not benefit the policyholder, but actually costs 
him a little more than if he had taken out 
the policy in the usual way. One of these 
agents illustrates the practice and its results 
as | follows: 

“Supposing the person addressed to be 35 
years of age, he is shown that a 20-payment 
life. policy for $10,000 will cost $373 per an- 
num for the entire twenty years. As a spe- 
cial inducement to the person to insure in 
the company in question, he is offered the rate 
for age 30, which is only $310 per annum. As 
a further inducement, he is offered the policy 
dated back five years, making it appear that 
it was actually written five years ago. As a 
still further inducement, he is led to believe 
that he has actually saved the amount of the 
five premiums which he would have paid had 
he insured five years ago, and that his policy 
will be worth the same amount in fifteen years 
from now as it would have been worth at the 
end of twenty years if it had been issued five 
years ago. 

“In explanation to the question as to how 
the company can do this thing, the prospective 
insurer is advised that this is given to him for 
his influence, and that it is only to a few 
of the chosen that it has been or will be 
given, and that it must be taken now or never. 

“In order to make the scheme complete. 
after the insurance has been applied for and 
the policy delivered, the insured is furnished 
with a receipt in full for the premiums for 
the five years last past, and is led to believe 
that this is a receipt in full for a loan on the 
policy which it is stated in the policy has been 
made on same at date of issue. 

“Now, the fact of the matter is this: Ifa 
policy be dated back for any number of years, 
the insured must either pay in cash the pres- 
ent worth of the policy, which, in the case 
above referred to would be $868, or have this 
amount placed as a lien against the policy, to 
be deducted in event of death or any settle- 
ment under the policy. 

“Tf he should pay the amount in cash. the 
company would then be in possession of as- 
sets to the amount of the money actually 
paid, but as it would be impossible to induce 
a person to do so foolish a thing as to pav 
such sum in cash, the other alternative is 
taken and a lien for the amount is placed 
against the policy. Now, while this lien is not 
money and represents no money transaction, 
the company issuing such policies says it is 
an asset just as much as though the com- 
panv had the money in its coffers. 

“Under this scheme, a company could be or- 
ganized to-day without a dollar of assets. and, 
by issuing policies for large amounts and dat- 





ing back for several years and placing a lien 
against each of such policies for the money 
which should have been paid had the policies 
been taken at the time they are purported 
te have been written, make it appear that the: 
company is actually possessed of enormous 
sums of money, when in fact it had not a 
dollar. In fact, there is nothing to prevent 
such company from issuing policies and dat- 
ing them back for say twenty years, and mak- 
ing them due in twenty years from the appar- 
ent date of issue, and by placing a lien against 
such policies for the full amount of the same, 
make it appear that the company is actually 
possessed of the money with which to meet the 
full amount on the same or following day. 
Such methods make a farce of one of the 
grandest business interests of the country, and 
have a strong tendency to discredit the en- 
tire system of life insurance as a _ sort of 
‘bunko’ game.” 

e cites an actual case where a man 43 
years of age is induced to buy a policy on the 
20-payment life plan as of age 43, with the 
understanding that only fifteen more payments 
will be required at the rate of age 38. He is 
led to believe that this policy in fifteen years 
will be worth the same as though it had been 
written five years before, and full twenty pay- 
ments made, while in fact a lien of $1,170 is 
placed against his policy, on which 5 per cent 
interest must be paid annually, and if not 
paid is compounded as a lien against the pol- 
icy, to be deducted in the event of death, or 
in settlement under the policy. The result 
is that in fifteen years, or at age 58, instead 
of having a policy of $10,000 fully paid up, 
on which the cash value is guaranteed to be 
$6,020, he has a policy on which the lien has 
grown to $2,473. leaving a cash value of 
$2.547, or a paid-up value of a little over 
$6,000, instead of $10.000, as he supposed. 





HOST WINS FROM THE EQUITABLE LIFE 





Insurance Commissioner of Wisconsin Has 
Beaten the Big Company in First Suit— 
Must Go to Supreme Court. 


Judge B. F. Dunwiddie of Janesville, Wis., 
before whom was heard the now famous case 
of Equitable Life vs. Host, insurance commis- 
sioner, has decided in favor of the insurance 
commissioner. The case will now go to the 
Supreme Court, where a decision is not ex- 
pected for several months. In thus deciding 
Judge Dunwiddie holds that the Wisconsin 
law is mandatory in providing for life insur- 
anee companies’ making distribution of their 
surplus annually, or at least as often as once 
in five years. There appears to be considerable 
uncertainty as to the scope of the decision, 
as some well-informed persons understand that 
if it is sustained by the Supreme Court it will 
not compel companies actually to pay dividends 
annually or at least quinquennially, but will 
compel them to make distribution of surplus 
and credit to each policy its share, thus mak- 
ing the so-called “tontine surplus” a liability, 
as the Northwestern Mutual and some others 
do at present. Until the Supreme Court acts 
the whole question will be in doubt. 





SUIT BROUGHT BY ASSIGNEE. 

George Lines, as assignee of the Milwaukee 
Mutual Life Insurance Company, has brought 
suit against the Life Insurance Company of 
Pennsylvania, demanding an accounting for the 
monies collected from policyholders of the 
Milwaukee company. He claims that the 
Pennsylvania company is indebted for about 
$7,000, of which it is willing to pay only 
$2,333.08, claiming the right to retain $8,738.37 
out of $11,071.45 which it has collected. A suit 
was filed some time ago by a beneficiary under 
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a policy of the Milwaukee company against 
both companies, the receiver Lines, and the 
officers of the Milwaukee company, charging 
them with collusion in the transfer of the 
business and assets of the Wisconsin to the 
Pennylvania company. 


PROPOSES NORRIS FOR ORGANIZER. 





President Ward Is Sounding General Agents 
on Questions of Having a Salaried Man 
to Organize Associations. 





President Ward of the National Association 
has written to a number of general agents who 
are most active in association work asking 
their views as to the advisability of giving the 
salaried organizer plan a trial. He proposes 
that funds be raised and that the executive 
committee at its meeting at Philadelphia au- 
thorize the employment of a man for a limited 
time as an experiment. 

Mr Ward suggests Thomas M. Norris of 
Cleveland as a good person to undertake the 
work of organizer. It is understood that he 
could arrange for a temporary release from 
work with the Union Central and give his time 
to the association. Mr. Norris is undoubtedly 
a man well fitted for the work proposed. He 
is a man of wide experience in life insurance 
work, having been at one time general agent of 
the Union Mutual at Omaha for a territory 
covering several States. He is a thorough gen- 
tlemen, possessed of very pleasing address and 
good persuasive powers, and he is a hard 
worker. It was while he was chairman of the 
executive committee of the Cleveland associa- 
tion, and later its president, from which office 
he recently retired, that it made the growth 
that has made it famous. 





EIGHTEEN-PAYIIENT LIFE HASARRIVED 





Connecticut General Has Just Issued a New 
Policy that Goes the Nineteen-Payment 
People One Better. 





The eighteen-payment life policy, which it 
has been predicted would be sprung by some 
company, has arrived. The Connecticut Gen- 
eral has just issued one within a few days. By 
reason of its being on a 3% per cent reserve 
and having a small loading, the company is 
able to offer this at a lower annual premium 
than several of the 3 and some of the 3% per 
cent companies charge for their twenty-pay- 
ment life forms. The guarantees are, of 
course, higher than those of the twenty-pay- 
ment life of the Connecticut General up to the 
twentieth year, after which they are the same. 
The rate at the age of 30 is $32.96. 





NEW YORK LIFE’S OLDEST AGENT. 

The New York Life Bulletin this week pub- 
lishes a portrait of William F. Morrill, of the 
New England branch, who has worked for the 
company continuously since April 1, 1864. Un- 
der his first contract he received 10 per cent 
first year’s commission. In his first year he 
wrote $211,500 and paid for it. He has worked 
in all the New England States, in fifty-two 
cities and 278 towns. He is a member of the 
$200,000 Club and a Senior Nylic. 

++ ++ 
EQUITABLE IN MICHIGAN. 

Last year the Equitable of New York set a 
tremendous pace in Michigan, but the rebating 
became so notorious that complaint was made 
to the insurance commissioner, and his inves- 
tigation was followed shortly by the resigna- 
tion of the Equitable manager. The Equitable 
had a large and active corps of agents in 
Michigan, and it might have been expected 
that a change of management would have little 
effect on the agnecy force. It is a fact, how- 
ever, that few of the old staff have remained 
with the company, at least in the larger cities. 
At Grand Rapids and other places there was 
a clean sweep. and at Detroit only three or 
four of the old men remain. Although new 
men were hired the writings fell off and it is 
said that the Equitable’s new business in Feb- 
ruary amounted to less than $65,000. 

Life insurance men say this remarkable 
change is due to the new contracts put out by 
Manager Bowles. Mr, Bowles announced 





when he took the general agency that he would 
put an end to rebating, and under the contract 
he offered it could not be practiced at a profit. 
That contract has now been withdrawn, but it 
consisted of a fixed salary and 25 per cent com- 
mission. It is plain that this contract could 
produce only clean business, as a rebate, when 
necessary, must amount to more than 25 per 
cent to be effective. 

It might be argued that a salary is not at- 
tractive to high class men, but many of the old 
men frankly rejected the contract on the 
ground that they could not produce business 
on small commission. Some of them also 
found irksome the pink slip warning the as- 
sured against rebated policies. 

It is not known what new 
Bowles has devised. 

+e ++ 
WRITING SMALL POLICIES. 

Life agents in some of the western cities 
say that comparatively few large policies are 
being written. Most of the cases are $1,000 
or $2,000 policies. 


contracts Mr. 





FEDERAL LIFE REINSURES THE MODEL 





Deal by Which the Indianapolis Company Goes 
Out of Business Has Been Kept 
Quiet for Several Weeks. 





The Model Life of Indianapolis has gone 
out of business by reinsuring in the Federal 
Life of Illinois. The news has been slow in 
getting out, as the contract was signed March 
12. The Federal Life was admitted to Indi- 
ana February 27. The Chicago company gets 
$2,250,000 of Indiana business and $43,000 
cash assets, about equal to one year’s pre- 
miums. 
Model Life’s policies to maturity, taking a lien 
on them for the reserve. Under the Model’s 
assessment plan the insurance cost its policy- 
holders about $20 per $1,000 a year. The 
Federal agrees to distribute the cash assets 
received from the Model to the latter com- 
pany’s policyholders in a reduction in pre- 
miums, one-fifth annually for five years. The 
business taken over is said to be fully up to 
the average of that of assessment companies 
generally. The amount paid for it is not given 
out officially, but men connected with other 
companies that were negotiating for it say it 
was not more than $5 per $1,000. In Indi- 
anapolis insurance circles the deal is regarded 
as a very satisfactory one from the policy- 
holders’ standpoint, and it is expected the 
Federal Life, which comes to Indiana in good 
repute, will have no trouble in holding the 
new business. The Model Life was organized 
in 1897, under a law passed by the Indiana 
legislature that year relating to the organiza- 
tion of companies of that kind. 





NEW ENGLAND’S NEW GENERAL AGENTS. 

Utter & Thomson have been appointed by 
the New England Mutual Life as state agents 
for Michigan, succeeding P. H. Gray, who re- 
signed some time ago to give all his attention 
to Detroit and vicinity. Mr. Utter was for- 
merly cashier for the New England under Mr. 
Gray, but was more recently employed at the 
home office in an _ executive position. Mr. 
Thomson has been with the Mutual Benefit at 
Detroit for four years, and before that was con- 
nected with the Massachusetts Mutual for nine 
years. Both are young men and they will no 
doubt organize the State with considerable 
energy. 

a+ ++ 
SUPERINTENDENT H. H. HOYT TO LECTURE. 

H. H. Hoyt, western superintendent of the 
Equitable Life of New York, will deliver a 
lecture on “The Making of a Life Insurance 
Man” in the Y. M. C. A. Auditorium, Chi- 
cago, on Thursday evening of this week under 
the auspices of the Sheldon School of Scientific 
Salesmanship. 

++ ++ 
CONTINENTAL LIFE OF SALT LAKE CITY. 

The Continental Life Insurance & Invest- 
ment Company of Salt Lake City commenced 
business on March 1 with a capital of $500,- 
ooo. At present it is operating only Utah, but 
expects soon to enlarge its field, and by the 
end of the year to be entered in most of the 


The Federal Life agrees to carry the - 





Rocky Mountain and Pacific Coast States. Its 
stockholders are scattered over a number of 
these States, and it looks to them to assist ma- 
terially in extending its agency organization. 
The charter premits the company to write 
life, accident and health insurance. At the 
present time it is writing accident and health 
only in combination with life insurance, these 
features being supplementary contracts which 
the assured may buy or not as he sees fit. He- 
ber M. Wells is president and H. Tyree vice- 
president and general manager. 





CINCINNATI ASSOCIATION BANQUETS, 





Number of Prominent Citizens Present as 
Speakers— President Ward of National As- 
sociation Delivers Fine Address. 





The Cincinnati Life Underwriters Associa- 
tion held its regular banquet last Friday even- 
ing. There were many prominent citizens 
present, most of whom were called upon for 
an informal speech. Among the _ speakers 
were Dr. John L. Davis, of the Union Central 
Life; H. H. Ward, president of the National 
association; Rev. Dr. Charles F. Goss and 
Howard Saxby, the humorist. Julius Fleisch- 
mann, mayor of Cincinnati, and Prof. Charles 
W. Dabney, president of the University of Cin- 
cinnati, who were expected, were unable to be 
present. Their regrets were read _ to those 
present by M. W. Mack, president of the as- 
sociation. 

President Ward of the National association, 
spoke as follows: 

We live in a world of warfare. It is the 
subject of all history. It is the principal em- 
ployment of the mtost conspicuous men. It is 
the delight of half the world. 

Bloch, in the preface of his work, “The Fu- 
ture of War,” says: “An analysis of the his- 
tory of mankind shows that from the year 1400 
B. C. to the year 1861 of our era, that is, in a 
cycle of 3,357 years there were but 227 years 
of peace and 3,130 years of war. In other 
words, there were thirteen years of war for 
every year of peace. Considered thus the his- 
tory of the lives of peoples presents a picture 
of interrupted struggle. War, it would ap- 
pear, is the normal attribute of human life.” 

Said Emerson: “War covers a great and 
beneficent principle which nature has deeply at 
heart—the principle of self-help; a principle 
implanted in life to resist opposition: to attain 
to freedom and to mastery. To each creature 
those objects are made so clear that it risks 
its life continually in the struggle for those 
ends.” 

Warfare educates the senses, calls into action 
the will, perfects the physical constitution, and 
by swift and close collision in critical moments 
enables men to measure man. We cannot es- 
cape it in one or another of its phases—mili- 
tary, commercial, personal. 

To wagea successful warfare we must know 
something about the pain it relieves, as well as 
the pain it causes. Right and justice can fre- 
quently be maintained only by force; and at 
such things we are confronted with the choice 
of conflict in the support of which we believe 
to be right, or a form of moral suicide by 
acquiescing in what we know to be wrong. 
When we as individuals feel that our interests 
are wrongfully assailed by others, our only 
course in protecting these interests and in 
maintaining our rights is to exert ourselves in 
self-defense. The results of such warfare on 
the whole are favorable to those who have 
right on their side. 

Someone has said, “The penalty of wrong- 
doing, whether it takes the shape of peace pre- 
served by cowardice, or a war in an unjust 
cause, is degradation.” 

The lowest phase of warfare is persecution; 
the highest phase, the defense of right. 

Warfare, military and commercial, has 
brought men together and made them 
acquainted with each other. It serves man- 
kind. however, only when it offers superior 
conditions for friendly and helpful intercourse. 


The Eighteenth century closed and the Nine- 
teenth century opened with a history of mili- 
tarv warfare waged largely for personal liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

In contrast, the Nineteenth century closed 
and the Twentieth century opened with the 
great thought of arbitration uppermost in the 
minds of individuals as well as nations—ar- 
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bitration not alone for military 
for commercial warfare as well. 

We live in an age of commercial warfare. 
We see it on all sides. Year in and year out 
we are face to face, struggling to attain to 
freedom and to mastery. 

What the Hague Tribunal is endeavoring to 
do for the settlement of disputes between na- 
tions, the Civic Federation is attempting in this 
country for the settlement of disputes between 
capital and labor. But the need of arbitration 
— still further and includes the individ- 
ual. 


warfare, but 


Any plan or scheme, which has for its pur- 
pose the elimination of friction and strife, is 
to be commended. As in military, so in com- 
mercial affairs, we find the w arfare of persecu- 
tion, and that waged in defense of right. 

The warfare of persecution has been largely 
forced upon us through the fierceness of com- 
petition. Man is constantly trying to abolish 
this kind of warfare by the formation of asso- 
ciations and organizations, which shall sub- 
mit to arbitration the differences arising in the 
business world, 

These associations and organizations, while 
created for the purpose of abolishing the war- 
fare of persecution, must, in 6rder to accom- 
plish that end, quite frequently wage warfare 
in the. defense of right; in other words, put 
down war with war. 

To-day the different trades and professions 
give us illustrations of their desire to accom- 
plish these two ends. 

We cannot go back to the time of our fore- 
bears, we must live our lives to-day, and must 
shape our destinies according to the customs 
of the day. 


Perhaps among no body of men has the war- 
fare of persecution been waged more sharply 
than among the life underwriters of this coun- 
try. To an extent there has been a reason for 
this. Our business is aggressive, and we are 
forced to be aggressive ourselves, or give way 
to the more successful competitor. This spirit 
of competitive warfare, which has existed be- 
tween the life underwriters in the past, has 
made the better element acquainted with one 
another to such an extent that many repre- 
senting that element have come together and 
created this association movement. 

We might say that this association move- 
ment has been organized for the purpose of 
abolishing the warfare of persecution, and for 
the further purpose of waging warfare in de- 
fense of the right. 

These two propositions stand on different 
elevations. At the present time the life under- 
writers’ association is engaged in the effort to 
abolish the warfare of persecution. When the 
majority of good men in the life insurance 
business have been drawn into the association 
movement, then, to a very large extent, will 
this purpose be fulfilled, and the membership 
of the associations will then be qualified to go 
on to a higher plane of warfare—the defense 
of right. 

It is interesting to observe the evolution of 
warfare. In past centuries it has too often 
been that of conquest, with destruction as its 
sole purpose. In the cycle of years we see the 
principle gradually changing, ‘until to-day na- 
tions engage in armed conflict either because 
their rights have been wrongfully assailed, or 
in support of what they believe to be a right- 
eous cause. 

As with nations; so with men. We, the As- 
sociation of Life Underwriters, have a right to 
exist for the purpose of waging warfare in the 
support of that which we believe to be right, 
and as a court of arbitration, as it were, for 
the benefit of our members. 

We have only made a start in the right di- 
rection. For the hundreds now in our mem- 
bership, there are thousands without that mem- 
bership who should be counted with us. Our 
local associations must enlist all good men 
against the old order of things pertaining to 
our vocation. That kind of warfare, which 
has as its basic principle self-help, is uplifting, 
is beneficent, and with all its destructive 
powers is a civilizer. 

The association movement undertakes to de- 
stroy the old order of things, and becomes a 
factor in elevating life insurance from the 
plane of drudgery to that of a profession. In 
our attempts to do this we have much to 
overcome, annd as an association we may need 
to use different methods in different localities. 

In our warfare there is no lack of prece- 
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dent to govern our action. Alexander in 
his conquest of the East brought different fam- 
ilies of the human race together, to blows at 
first, but afterwards to truce, to trade and to 
intermarriage. We may occasionally bring in- 
dividual life underwriters to blows, then to 
truce, and an interchange of ideas, and finally 
to co-operation. 

In the midst of warfare the private soldier 
is prone to lose sight of the ultimate object 
for which he is fighting. Let us not lose sight 
of our ultimate object, namely, the raising of 
our standards, the creation of good feeling, 
and the welding of the various elements into 
one homogeneous whole. 

The military achievements of the Roman 
Empire did much to spread Christianity be- 
yond the confines of Palestine. Our achieve- 
ments in elevating life insurance have done 
much to create a kindlier feeling for our call- 
ing in the minds of the public. The Europe 
of to-day is the result ofthe clash of arms be- 
tween the barbarian of the North and the de- 
generate Roman of the South. Modern life 
insurance is the result of a clash of minds rep- 
resenting different opinions and policies. 

To an extent we are left by 
to work out our own salvation; and this is 
as it should be.. The company officials should 
not be asked to take an active part in the man- 
agement of the association movement. They 
have their problems which must be solved 
without us, and we should not ask them to 
shoulder our burdens. The actuaries now 
have their association, and later the presidents 
and the medical directors may have theirs. We 
are all working for the same end, but along 
different lines, which should only come to- 
gether at the proper points of contact. 

How much more readily could we wage our 
warfare against persecution if only the perse- 
cuted would join our movement and enter 
heartily into our work. 

This movement is one which tends to abolish 
personal competitive warfare, brings together 
the warring factions, and makes of those fac- 
tions a well-drilled army of veterans in the 
business, who, acting together, could, if they 
would, abolish half the evils of the business in 
a twelvemonth. 


our companies 


Let us remember, however, that before we 
have strength enough to successfully attack the 
evils found in the mountain fastnesses of our 
business, we must bring into our ranks the 
stragglers and the skulkers of the plains, that 
through numbers we may protect the line of 
communication with our base of supply—the 
public. 

If each one of us now in the association 
work would open recruiting offices for the re- 
ception of new members and for the organiza- 
tion of new associations, the public would soon 
learn to admire the organizations which exist 
for the purpose of creating an increased re- 
spect for the business and the men engaged in 
it. In the words of General Grant, “Let us 
have peace” in our calling, but let us remem- 
ber that peace is sometimes only won on hard 
fought battlefields. 

If we would have peace on the rebate ques- 
tion, on twisting, on misrepresentation and on 
kindred evils, we must in some way bring to- 
gether the warring factions. How better can 
it be done than through this association move- 
ment? 





OTIS GOES WITH STATE L'FE. 


C. C. Otis, Grand Rapids manager for the 
Equitable Life of New York, has resigned 


and will take charge of southwestern Michi- 
gan for the State Life, 
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state agent of the National Life & Trust un- 
til it reinsured, and went to Grand Rapids for 
the Equitable shortly after T. H. Bowles took 
the state agency for that company. A. L. 
Ayres, Michigan manager for the State Life, 
has relinquished several counties in the south- 
western part of the State to Mr. Otis. 





HAVE AMENDED THE FRATERNAL BILL 


Representatives of Fraternals and Superintend- 
ent Vorys Agree Upon Changes that Are 
Satisfactory to Both Parties. 


The visit of a number of representatives of 
fraternal orders to Columbus last week re- 
sulted in a revision of the proposed bill gov- 
erning these orders, in such a manner as to be 
satisfactory both to them and Superintendent 
of Insurance Vorys. It seems that the main 
point of objection in the original was the fact 
that the superintendent was given final author- 
ity in deciding whether associations were op- 
erating in violation of the law and could re- 
voke their licenses at will. The revised bill 
provides that this matter shall be referred to 
the courts and the attorney-general only can 
bring ouster proceedings. While the power is 
still there, for the attorney-general usually acts 
upon request, it does not look so formidable as 
before. 

Otherwise fraternals are placed upon about 
the same basis as other insurance companies so 
far as laws are concerned, with certain ex- 
emptions made necessary by the nature of the 
business conducted. The benefits must be far 
relatives or some person or persons dependent 
upon the assured. In case the regular assess- 
ments are not sufficient to pay a claim an extra 
assessment may be made, and it is specifically 
provided that none of the mortuary fund shall 
be used for expenses. The rates shall be com- 
puted according to the National Fraternal 
Congress tables, with 4 per cent added, but this 
does not apply to those already in operation. 
They may even re-incorporate without placing 
themselves under the necessity of changing 
their rates. The superintendent shall have the 
right to make rigid examinations of these as- 
sociation. The revised bill has been intro- 
duced in the senate. 





ARRANGEMENTS FOR CLEVELAND BANQUET. 

The banquet committee of the Cleveland As- 
sociation of Life Underwriters has decided 
upon Monday evening, April 11, as the date for 
the annual banquet at the Hotel Euclid, where 
a number of the monthly meetings have been 
held. The members will pay two dollars per 
plate and will be at liberty to bring friends if 
they like. All are requested to notify the 
chairman of the committee as to how many 
plates are desired, however. 

As yet the program has not been completed. 
It is the desire of the committee to secure a 
few good speakers, well-known both to the 
underwriting fraternity and the public. Then 
some of the underwriters will be asked to re- 
spond to toasts also. Those in charge feel that 
this will be the best banquet in the history of 
the association. 

++ ++ 


CHARGED WITH EMBEZZLEMENT. 


H. H. Briggs, formerly manager of the IIli- 
nois Life at Ottawa, Ill., has been arrested 
in Texas by the sheriff of La Salle county, 
Illinois. He is charged with embezzlement, it 
being claimed he is short with the Illinois 
Life, the Southern Mutual Investment Com- 


pany and others. He made a specialty of 
Catholic priests, giving a rebate and taking 
notes. In some cases, it is said, no report 


was made or the insurance or bond was can- 
celed for alleged irregularity. He wrote con- 
siderable for the New York Life, much of 
which was canceled. 

An executive officer of the Illinois Life 
says that while Briggs was somewhat short 
with that company, it has not considered the 
shortage as an embezzlement, and is paying 
no attention to the case. 

++ ++ 


PLATTER IS DOING GOOD WORK. 

D. E. Platter, general agent of the Pruden- 
tial at Cleveland, is making a good record for 
1904. So far he has made a gain of more than 
200 per cent over the same time last year, 
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Considering the fact that last year’s business 
was a gain of about the same proportion over 
1902, it is easy to see that the agency is having 
a very rapid growth. The business of the 
western division of the company is three times 
the business of last year so far, and the Cleve- 
land office is doing its part in making probably 
the greatest gain the company has ever made 
in any one year in the ordinary department. 





PORT HURON ASSOCIATION ORGANIZED 





Life Underwriters of the Michigan City Get 
Together for the General Betterment 
of the Business. 


A large number of the local life insurance 
men met in the office of the Metropolitan Life 
at Port Huron, Mich., on the evening of March 
28 and completed an organization to be known 
as the Port Huron Association of Life Under- 
writers. The object of the association will 
be to promote the social and business interests 
of its members and to encourage a more gen- 
eral knowledge and better understanding of 
the principles of life insurance. 

The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, R. S. Campbell, Massachusetts Mutual; 
vice-president, F. W. Weston; secretary, A. D 
McLean, North American Life; treasurer, H. 
W. Becker. 





CONVENTION OF CONSERVATIVE LIFE. 





The California Company Will Give Its Guests 
Five Days of Pleasure in and Around 
Beautiful Los Angeles. 





The convention of the Conservative Life 
will open at the home office in Los Angeles 
the evening of April 4 with a welcome by 
the president. The forenoon of Tuesday will 
be devoted to talks by the officers of the 
company as follows: “Conservative Life 
Achievements, Past, Present and Future,” 
Vice-President Tupper; “Financial Solidity,” 
Vice-President Cochran; “Co-operations in 
Methods of Home Office and Field Force,” 
General Secretary Morgan; “The Money 
Bags,’ Treasurer Inch; “Practical Helpful 
Hints for Field Men,” Assistant Superinten- 
dent of Agencies Butler; “The Field Man in 
New Fields,” Assistant Superintendent of 
Agencies Russell. Tuesday afternoon manag- 
ers and prominent field men will speak, and 
in the evening there will be a theater party. 

On Wednesday the guests will be taken on 
a steamer to Catilina island, where luncheon 
will be served and an opportunity given for 
sea bathing. Other entertainments on this 
trip have not yet been announced. 

Thursday forenoon there will be a tally-ho 
trip through orange groves and among 
ranches, including a visit to San Gabriel mis- 
sion, to Baldwin’s Ranch, where luncheon 
will be served. 

Friday will be the last day. At the Og 
ession the question box will be opened, 
he afternoon will be held the “Clic” coe. Mem 


ind in the evening the grand banquet will be 
ield, 





IMPORTANT DECISION AT CLEVELAND. 
Judge Lawrence of Cleveland, O., has ren- 
‘ered an important opinion in the case of C. 
). Evarts, treasurer of the National Union, 
ie fraternal having headquarters at Toledo, 
nd the Produce Exchange Bank, which went 
to the hands of a receiver some time ago as 
e result of embezzlements of an officer of the 
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bank. Evarts made a deposit of funds of the 
order with the bank and took certain securities 
which the bank offered, to make him safe. 
The deposit was afterward increased. The di- 
rectors of the bank hold that the securities can 
be held only for the original deposit, which 
was afterward checked out by Evarts. Judge 
Lawrence holds that the guaranty was contin- 
uing and covered the later deposits as well as 
the first. 
++ ++ 


TO ANNUL WIFE’S INTEREST FOR ADULTERY. 

A bill has been introduced in the New York 
legislature providing that when a man secures 
an absolute divorce from his wife on the 
ground of adultery, all her interest in his life 
insurance shall cease, provided the premiums 
have been paid wholly by him. On presenta- 
tion to a company of a copy of the decree in 
such a case, the assured shall have the right 
to change the beneficiary without consent of 
the former wife. 





DECISION ON PREMIUM NOTE CASE. 





Man Died Before Policy Was Received for 
Which He Had Given Note in 
Payment. 





The supreme court of Oregon recently held 
that a promissory note given in payment of 
an insurance policy is not payment unless 
so agreed by the parties, and, where payment 
of the note was necessary to complete the con- 
tract, the company is not liable where such 
payment has not been made. 

On July 17, 1901, Leroy Stringham applied 
for a policy of $1,000 in the Mutual Life of 
New York and gave the agent his note for 
$29.22, payable to the agent in sixty days. 
Stringham was given a receipt which speci- 
fied that the note, “if paid when due, will be 
in full for the first annual premium,” etc., 
“provided a policy is issued on his application 
made this day.” The application was for- 
warded through the regular channels and was 
approved by the company and a policy issued, 
which reached the agent August 2. String- 
ham was stricken with pneumonia on July 24 
and died July 28. Two days after his death 
W. P. Dillon, claiming to act on Stringham’s 
behalf and knowing of his death, paid the 
agent the amount of the note, which he ac- 
cepted, as he did not know of the death, but 
afterwards returned. Suit. was brought by 
Stringham’s widow to recover $1,000, claim- 
ing that these transactions constituted a con- 
tract of insurance and won in the lower court. 
One of Stringham’s stipulations in the ap- 
plication was that the contract “shall not take 
effect until the first premium shall have been 
paid, during my continuance in good health, 
and the policy shall have been signed by the 
secretary of the company and issued.” 

The supreme court construed the application 
receipt and note together and held that it 
was necessary that the note should have been 
paid during the good health of Stringham. 
As this was not done, the case was remanded 
to the lower court with orders to enter a 
non-suit. 





COUNTRY BUSINESS !S GOOD. 

The Illinois Life, which does a very large 
country business, reports that the new busi- 
ness received at the present time is unusually 
large, in. spite of this being a time when bad 
roads are to be expected in the country. 

James L. Ferguson, general agent of the 
Prudential at Chicago, who also does a large 
business through the farming districts of 
northern Illinois, makes a similar report. 

This country business comes mostly in rather 
small policies, but it is very satisfactory. The 
Illinois Life has less trouble with it than 
with that written in cities, as regards its tend- 
ency to go off the books. 

++ ++ 
GERMAN MUTUAL OF ST. LOUIS. 

The German Mutual of St. Louis is a com- 
pany in which life underwriters take an in- 
terest because of its having paid back to pol- 
icyholders more than it has ever received 
from them. Since the organization up to the 
first of this year, it had received in premiums 
$1,038,464.93, and had paid back to_policy- 
holders $1,064,055.57, divided as _ follows: 
Death claims $768,620.90, matured endowments 


‘Life of 





———— —— = = = — = = 


$60,146.20, dividends $149,605.81 (nearly 15 per 
cent of all premiums collected), surrender 


values $85,682.66. The company has received 
in interest, rents and profits $912,860.93, and 
now has assets of $532,219.80 as security. for 


$1,216,042.25 of insurance in force. 





CRENSHAW GETS GENERAL AGENCY 


Successor Is Named for the Late John K. 
Stearns as General Agent of Con- 
necticut Mutual for Illinois. 


W. Percy Cranshaw of Chicago has been ap- 
pointed the general agent of the Connecticut 
Mutual Life, late John K. 
Stearns. most important 
, having been long es- 
good renewal income. 
death, Superintendent of 
Agents John L. Bunce has been in charge of 
the office. In filling the position the company 
realized that it had an important problem to 
deal with. Mr. Crenshaw is a young man of 
ability and experience. Until a few weeks ago 
he was second vice-president and agency man- 
ager of the Mutual Life of Illinois. He was 
one of the promoters of the company and did 
some effective field work. Mr. Crenshaw has 
always possessed a peculiar faculty for getting 
ing up attractive literature. 

He was for many years with the Berkshire 
and therefore schooled under W. D. Wyman. 
Later he took the Chicago management of the 
Royal Union Mutual and afterwards the 
Coveneant Mutual of St. Louis. When the 
latter company reinsured in the Metropolitan, 
Mr. Crenshaw established its ordinary branch 
in Chicago and remained with it until he con- 
nected with the promotion work of the Mutual 
Illinois. 


succeeding the 
This is one of the 
agencies of the company 
tablished, and has a 

Since Mr. Stearns’ 





NATIONAL’S NEW PROVIDENT RATES. 


Company Will Henceforth Write Only Partici- 
pating Business in This Department— 
Provident Business Is Growing. 


The National Life, U. S. A., has placed in 
the hands of its agents of the provident de- 
partment participating rates and will at once 
cease to write business in this department on 
the non-participating plan. The company has 
been conducting this department for two years 
and is much pleased with results so far, and 
believes there is a great future for this line 
of business. It has, however, concluded that 
its non-participating rates were somewhat too 
low. The new policies will pay annual divi- 
dends after five years. The premiums are 
based on $1 a month and the amount of in- 





surance is adjusted to the different ages. The 
company writes only whole life and twenty- 
year endowment policies on this plan. It may 
in time add a twenty-payment life to this 
list. 

The new rates are as follows. For a pre- 
mium of $1 a month the company furnishes 
the amounts of insurance named: 

Ord. 20-Yr. Ord. 20-Yr. 

life. Fnd't. life. Eend't. 

Amount Amount. Age. Amount. Amount. 
rye $506 24 SE. vsese $204 

Leneee $95 202 

bewhe 484 200 
474 197 
463 195 
53 
192 
Seer 442 189 
ere 453 186 
ae 421 182 
29 $10 179 
400 
175 
rr 389 171 
Ce 378 167 
Diao wick 368 162 
ixaeees B57 158 
scenes 347 
1538 
148 
142 
138 
132 








SECURITY MUTUAL IN NEW YORK. 

Security Mutual men are taking a good dea! 
of satisfaction from the high standing that 
their company has taken in its home State. 
The returns from New York show that in 
new business written in that State last year 
the Security ranked fifth among the New 
York companies and tenth among all com- 
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panies. In business in force it ranked sixth 
among New York companies, but was, of 
course, surpassed by a number of the old 
companies of other States. 





LIBERAL RESPONSES STILL COMING IN. 


Cleveland Association Expects Much from 
Moral Effect of Anti-Rebate Fund as a 
Preventive of Bad Practices. 





Responses to the letter recently issued by the 
Cleveland Association of Life Underwriters 
asking the co-operation of companies and gen- 
era: agents in combatting the rebate evil, are 
still coming in in a very satisfactory manner. 
Quite a good sum will be realized for the pur- 
pose of prosecuting rebaters and the associa- 
tion will also have the moral support of all 
the companies that contribute to the fund. 

More than this a fund of $500 or $1,000 
standing there for the purpose of prosecuting 
rebaters will have a deterrent effect. Know- 
ing that the whole amount will be expended if 
necessary to bring about a conviction, a man 
will compare his own strength and safety with 
that sum several times before he will offer to 
violate the law or even accept an offer from a 
man who desires to get his insurance in that 
way. A preventive is a good thing to have 
around, for it will save trouble many a time. 
The officers and members of the association 
would prefer to have no rebating in the city 
to prosecuting anyone ten times over. Yet 
they want to be prepared. 





LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 


MISSOURI. 
Bankers, Neb.—T. M. Gray, 
Bankers, Ia.—G. W. 
Threlkeld, Brookfield. 
Connecticut Mutual—Samuel D. Martin, Samuel 
B. Barr and Alfred S. Green, St. Louis; George 
Simpson, Henry H. Moore and Wm. F. Anderson, 
Kansas City; Luther R. Simpson, Calhoun. 


Kansas City. 
Shacklett, Memphis; T. J. 


Equitable, N. Y.—E. F. Kirk and H. L. Luke, 
Kansas City. 

Equitable, Ia.—C. A. Ratcliffe and J. J. Cain, 
Stanberry. 


Kansas City Life—Thos. J. Pyle, Kansas City; 
Geo. W. Richardson, Kennett. 

Mass. Mutual—John M. Bryan, 

Mutual Reserve—Carl B. 

Mutual Benefit—E. R. 
M. Browne, Columbus. 

= N. Y¥.—Jere H. 
& 

Missouri State—C. 

New York Life—J. H. McNamara, 
Wm. F. Drake, Lonedell; J. A. 
gomery City; John F. Herrell, 
Cheesman, Kansas City; Reuben Bryant, Adrian ; 
F. 8. Reily, Exeter ; Warren T. Kniseley, Albany ; 
Wm. G. Stephenson, St. Louis; Daniel W. Rush, 
Duenweg; Richard C. Rombuaer, Edw. A.. Kelly 
and David H. Harris, St. Louis; Walter H. Day, 
Frederickton ; Wm. J. Hughes, Malden. 

Prudential—Geo. D. Clayton, Hannibal; A. J. 
Thrower, Dexter. 

Provident L. & T.—Walter S. Michener, Edward 
S. Williams and Harry L. Gilmour, St. Louis. 

Royal Union Mutual—J. M. Whanger, Mokane. 

State Life—Alpha Scott and H. T. Sarman, Jef- 
ferson City. 

Union Central—Alfred J. Fisher, 

MICHIGAN. 


Fulton. 
Hiluthe, Canton. 
Talbot, Liberty; James 


Chamberlain, Kansas 
A. Cuno, Union. 

Chicago, Ill. ; 
Mahery, Mont- 
Butler; Edmund G. 


Hannibal. 


Atna—R. W. Booske, Detroit; F. S. Smith, 
Ridgeway. 
Berkshire—Jos. E. Tischner, Detroit. 


Federal—Frank J. Penninger, Detroit. 
Manufacturers—Daniel Kelleher, Detroit; E. M. 





Robb, Detroit; Jas. M. Goodell, Detroit. 

Mass. Mutual—J. W. Severance, Walled Lake; 
Edward Andreae, Yale. 

Mich. Mutual—Thos. Read, Jr., Benona; Theo. 
Chaplin, Flint; Chas. E. Frick, Flint. 

Northwestern Mutual—Thos. Eldred Sinclair, 
Climax, 


Now York Life—Claude W. Whaley, Big Rapids: 
Wa. J. Webb, Calumet; Clarence Chryster, Copper 
Fa.ls Mine; W. W. Watts, Detroit: F. H. Lock- 
wood, Detroit; Wm. W. Dodsworth, Dertoit; Chas. 
Burnham, Paw Paw; Miss M. E. Flower, Port 
Huron; A. R. Gilpin, Potterville; E. G. Hartsig, 
Warren. 

State, Ind.—C. C. Otis, Battle-Creek ; W. K. Van 


Cleef. Grand Rapids; G. D. Clintsman, Grand 
Rapids. 
Sun, Can.—-Newton Gill, Grand Rapids. 
INDIANA. 
Bankers, Ia.—W. E. Cook, Corydon. 
Home—J. W. Colley, Valparaiso. 
John Hancock Mutual—E. E. Kelso, Vevay; 
Otto E. Hiday, Modoc. 
National, Vt.—R. C. Jones, Valparaiso. 
WISCONSIN. 
#tna—R. P. Breese, Waukesha; Louis FP. Pem- 
nerthy, Cobb. 


Conservative—G. J. Pammel, W. R. Thomsen, 


William Schmidt and H. Lorenze, Milwaukee ; 
L. A. Barker, Endeavor; Fred Heppe, Sheboygan ; 
A. Lorenz, Milwaukee. 

Federal—N. H. Mertes, Hartford. 


Fidelity Mutual—F. C. Wilson, Milwaukee. 
Massachusetts Mutual—James J. Tracey, Mil- 


waukee. 

Northwestern National—Emerson R. _ Peck, 
Bangor; Jay B. Cook, Portage. 

Penn Mutual—D. FE. Murphy, Milwaukee; 
Joseph H. Verhalen, Milwaukee. 





Security Life & Ann.—S. F. Champion, 
wyn, Ill: (for Wisconsin). 

Union Mutual—oO. E. Akre, Hudson. 

Wisconsin—Ernest Kreuter, Sheboygan. 

MINNESOTA. 

4itna—Henry A. Thoeny, Glencoe. 

Bankers—C. L. Moreau, Minneapolis. 

Des Moines—Louie Ender, Sherburne; 
Herbener, Sherburne. 

Fidelity Mutual—Chas. W. 
Paul. 

Home Life—Lyman D. Evans, Minneapolis. 

Hartford—Henry Furtney, Austin. 

John Hancock—Addison T. Baker, Minneapolis ; 
S. B. Livermore, Winona; John D. Stevenson, St. 


Cloud. 
Red Lake Falls; 


Ber- 


Wm. J. 
Cunningham, St. 


Manhattan—P. B. Gaass, 
Albert Louson, Thief River Falls. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Brnest S. Macgowan, St. Paul; 
Waite H. Squier, W. A. Snowden, Agnes M. Camp- 
bell, N. B. Morrison, W. A. Coughlan and Harry 
3% Champlin, Duluth; Maleolm McDougall. Hib- 
bing; 8S. T. Hamilton, Virginia; D. H. Lawrence, 
Two Harbors. 

Mutual Benefit—Wm. C. Wishart, Minneapolis. 

Northwestern Mutual—cC. J. Paul, Minneapolis. 

New York—Jesse D. Schwartz, Preston; John 
L. Vonderheidt, Duluth; H. E. Reed, Cass Lake; 
John O. Parry, Mankato; Joseph E. Murphy, 
Ilarry A. Smith, Minneapolis; Henry A. Namesen, 
Spring Grove; Nickerson, Perkins, Pine City; 
Fred W. Burrall, Crow Wing; R. C. Hunsinger, 
Wadena; Chas. C. Michelson, Wm. V. Silverthorn, 
Minneapolis ; G. H. Ely, St. Paul. 

Reliance—Tenvoorde’ & Mills, Minneapolis. 





LIFE NOTES. 


The American Central Life of Indianapolis 
has entered Tennessee. 

A hundred students are enrolled in the life 
insurance course of the University of Michi- 
gan. 

The Mutual Benefit has had plans prepared 
for a six-story home office building to cost 
about $1,000,000. 

John C. McCall, son of the president of the 
company, has been appointed secretary of the 
New York Life. 

Insurance Commissioner Dearth of Minne- 
sota delivered an address to fraternal men at 
St. Paul on March 25. 

W. M. Brown of Newark, N. J., has been 
appointed assistant general manager of agen- 
cies of the Federal Life. 

The Security Mutual Life has appointed A. 
O. Stanley, formerly with the Equitable, man- 
ager of its Cincinnati agency. 

Isaac W. Blood, the Chicago South Side 
druggist, has joined the Washington street 
branch of the New York Life. 

T. H. Brown, defaulting cashier of the Life 
Insurance Company of Virginia, has been sen- 
tenced to one year in the penitentiary. 

William Grimes of Guthrie becomes gen- 
eral agent of the Kansas City Life for Okla- 
homa, a field the company has just entered. 

Charles L. Tompkins, superintendent of the 
Metropolitan Life at Dayton, O., banqueted 
about fifty of his agnets at the Algonquin last 
week. 


The National Life, U. S. A., has entered 


Arkansas. Baird Pallette, the general agent 
at St. Louis, will have jurisdiction over the 
State. 


J. M. Settle, manager of the Prudential’s or- 
dinary department at Butte, Mont., has been 
transferred to Salt Lake City in the same ca- 
pacity. 

The Security Mutual has appointed Isaac 


Kaufman its representative in Toledo. W. H. 
Knorr & Co. will continue their special 
agency. 


‘Lhe agency directors of the New York Life 
in Chicago have agreed not to employ agents 
devoting only part of their time to writing in- 
surance. 

Crain & Sayle, managers of the Security 
Mutual at Louisville, have taken the general 
agency of the Pacific Mutual, vice Sidney 
Sladden. 

Charles H. Jackson has been appointed man- 
ager of the ordinary department of the Pru- 
dential for southern Idaho, with headquarters 
at Boise. 

W. H. Morris, manager of the Illinois Life 
for Iowa, is considering a change of headquar- 
ters from Chelsea to either Waterloo or Mar- 
shalltown. 

The United States Grand Lodge of the In- 
dependent Order Sons of Benjamin of New 
York was licensed by the State of Ohio 
March 26. 


Ernest Hunt, connected with the Fisher 
branch of the New York Life in Chicago. 
will succeed Lutellus Smith as manager of 
the Royal branch. Mr. Smith will devote 
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most of his time to a minng company, but 
will carry a rate book. Mr. Hunt has been 
in training for an agency directorship. 

President Henry L. Palmer of the North- 
western Mutual, who is much improved in 
health by a winter’s sojourn in the South, is 
expected home April 1. 


James A. Colgate, a New York banker and 
broker, has taken a policy for $1,000,000 in the 
Mutual Life. This is the fourth of that size 
the company has issued. 


George M. Cooper of Omaha has been made 
manager of the Security Trust & Life for 
Nebraska, and A. Richards, Jr., manager for 
Utah at Salt Lake City. 

James W. Wilson, general agent of the Pru- 
dential at Youngstown, Ohio, gave a_ ban- 
quet to a number of his leading agents on 
the evening of March 18. 

C. W. Collie has been appointed general 
agent of the Security Mutual Life for Pa- 
ducah, Ky., and vicinity, resigning his agency 
with the National of Vermont. 

G. W. Wachtell has just taken charge of 
the life department of the agency of H. S. 
Walbridge & Co. at Toledo. They represent 
the Manhattan Life of northwestern Ohio. 


The firm of Parish & Morse, local managers 
for the Equitable of New York at Columbus, 
O., has been dissolved by mutual consent, Mr. 
Parish purchasing the interest of Mr. Morse. 


Frank M. Pearson, formerly with the 
Spriggs & Neuhart agency at Woodsfield, O., 
has been appointed cashier of the Travelers at 
Columbus. He is the son of Congressman A. 
J. Pearson. 


The Minneapolis organizations that are out 
to write $2,000,000 of insurance for the North- 
western National Life, in order to secure an 
auditorium, wrote over $500,000 in the first 
three weeks of the effort. 

John W. R. Williams has been appointed 
agent for Eastern Kentucky for the Security 
Mutual Life and is opening handsome of- 
fices at Louisville. Mr. Williams was form- 
erly with the Mutual Benefit. 


The Security Mutual Life has appointed A. 
J. Lacey manager for the southern part of 
West Virginia. He has already produced con- 
siderable business for that company, and is 
vigorously organizing his department. 


J. A. Jackson of the Mutual Life of New 
York, who has been lecturing before colleges 
in the West on life insurance, will address the 
Chicago agents of the company April 2. He 
appeared before the Colorado college this 
week. 

Col. Jasper E. Brady, superintendent of 
agents of the Conservative Life, becomes as- 
sistant western superintendent of the National 
Life, U. S. A. He will work largely in the 
far West. Col. Brady has a good record in 
the regular army. 


The Illinois Life has sued Mrs. Isabella Mc- 
Cosh of Indianapolis for the recovery of 
$744.90 claimed to have been overpaid on the 
policy of her late husband, who stated in his 
application that he was born in 1841, when it is 
said he was born in 1837. 


C. F. Smith, who has been with the Mutual 
Life working in the territory around Colum- 
biana county, Ohio, has resigned to become 
the representative of the Penn Mutual for that 
county. He will continue to live at Salem. 
He was formerly with the Metropolitan there. 


. Rogers, general agent of the Pacific 
Mutual Life in North Carolina, has associated 
with himself Thomas L. Willingham, recently 
superintendent of agencies, and the agency 
will in the future be conducted in the name 
of Rogers & Willingham. Mr. Willingham is 


‘a good writer and splendid organizer. 


The Crocker-Wheeler Company, electrical 
manufacturers of Ampere, N. J., who employ 
from 500 to 700 men, are working up a plan 
for insuring the lives of their employes for 
the sole benefit of their families. The com- 
pany will bear the expense of the insurance, 
the only return being the good will of the 
men. 


Insurance Commissioner Barry has asked the 
attorney-general of Michigan for an opinion on 
the right of fraternal life insurance associa- 
tions in the State to operate under the fra- 
ternal law if they dispense with the lodge 
system. It is claimed that certain of these 
societies have provided for but one meeting of 
subordinate lodges in a year. 
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AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN. 


MAY SOON HAVE BURGLARY COMPACT. 








Chicago Managers Believe that the Time Is 
Ripe for the Companies to Get To- 
gether on Practices. 





The companies that are doing a burglary in- 
surance business in Chicago are now thinking 
of forming a local board which will be more 
binding than the present agreement among the 
managers. There is a verbal agreement at 
present in which the Fidelity & Casulty did 
not enter. The action of the’ Fidelity & Cas- 
ualty in putting out a burglary policy, writing 
flats and dwellings at $15 and giving the same 
privileges as the other companies which charge 
$18.75 for flats, has served to stimulate compe- 
tition. An effort will therefore be made to 
get the Fidelity & Casualty to join the other 
companies in an agreement for rates, com- 
missions and forms of policies. There is also 
likelihood that the part in the policy requiring 
forcible entrance by burglars will be elimi- 
nated. 

The Fidelity & Casualty gives $833 insur- 
ance for $15, while the others give but $750. 
Most of the companies are meeting the Fidel- 
ity & Casualty’s competition, but claim the 
profit is being cut out of the business. The 
purpose of the compact is to regulate rates, 
commissions and practices. The Fidelity & 
Casualty writes more burglary business in 
Chicago than any other company. It has 
not decided yet whether it will enter a com- 
pact or not. Other agents have written their 
companies as to how far they can go in a 
compact, and if the Fidelity & Casualty does 
not join, whether its competition can be met 
in all cases 





COMPANY LOSES PECULIAR SUIT. 


P. H. Fitzgerald has securéd judgment in 
the Marion County Superior Court, in In- 
dianapolis, for $350 against the Aétna Life 
{accident department). His suit was a pe- 
culiar one. One night while he was asleep, 
according to his allegations, his head lay on 
his hand for several hours, and when he 
awoke he found the muscles of his hand so 
injured that he lost the use of his hand for 
work for fourteen weeks. Having a policy in 
the AZtna and two other companies he made 
a claim of $25 a week for fourteen weeks 
from each of them. All refused to pay, claim- 
ing that the accident, if accident it was, was 
due to his negligence. In answer, he claimed 
that his head rolled onto his hand unknown 
to him while he was asleep. The A®tna’s was 
the test case. The company will take an ap- 
peal. 

++ ae 


TO PROTECT THE MEMBERS. 


The companies doing a personal accident and 
health business on the $1 a month plan have 
an association of which H. G. B. Alexander of 
the Continental Casualty is president. The 
object is to improve practices, especially as to 
the hiring of agents. In this line companies 
have been indiscriminate in employing one an- 
other’s agents, causing much annoyance. The 
association also aims to protect its members 
against “deadbeat” agents and fraudulent 
claimants; also incompetent or unworthy doc- 
tors. Most of the Michigan companies are 
members, and an effort is being made to get 
as many others as possible to join. It is a 
branch of the business that seems destined to 
have a large growth. 

++ ++ 

MARKLAND SUCCEEDS THORPE. 

Sherwood B. Markland, who has been gen- 
ral agent of the United States Casualty at 
Cincinnati for some years, will hereafter have 
harge of that company’s affairs at Cincin- 
lati, succeeding Col. A. J. Thorpe, who died a 
hort time ago. 

++ 
NEW CREDIT COMPANIES UNLIKELY. 

The question has often come up as to 
vhether any more companies will enter the 
redit indemnity field. The American Credit 
ndemnity and the Ocean are the only two 
ompanies doing this class of business, al- 





though the Philadelphia Casualty Company 
writes it for another corporation, using its 
name and acting as a sort of general agent 
for that class of business. Some claim that 
capital before being attracted to credit insur- 
ance companies will delay investigating until 
another panic comes in order to test the com- 
panies now in the business. Credit insurance 
is becoming much more conservative and takes 
into consideration the possibility of a panic 
every ten years or so. The companies now in 
the business believe that they have fortified 
themselves against any possibility of failure on 


account of a long siege of financial depres- 
sion. 





FOREIGN COMPANIES’ EXPENSE RATIO. 


Point Is Watched Carefully and this Explains 
Lack of Push in Securing Personal 
Accident Business. 





It -has always been a matter of comment 
among casualty companies that the big for- 
eign companies, like the Employers Liability, 
the London Guarantee and the Frankfort, did 
not go out after personal accident insurance to 
a greater extent. They have confined their 
operations largely to liability, and have only 
taken accident as it came to them, without 
much effort. 

The secret of this is that foreign companies 
are very careful of their expense ratio. This 
is true with regard to the foreign fire com- 
panies. They have always taken the ground 
that the loss ratio would take care of itself, 
while the companies must look after the ex- 
pense ratio. The expense of getting accident 
business has increased considerable, and for 
this reason the foreign companies have shunned 
it. They have never spent much money in 
pushing this line. 

The Ocean Accident, however, in many 
points is displaying activity in this direction, 
and therefore it may break the rule that is 
usually applied to the foreign companies. The 
American companies have made a sharp drive 
for accident and health business, spending 
large sums of money to get it. They take 
the ground that the initial expense in building 
up a large accident business is heavy ; but it 
is a profitable line and, by getting a good 
volume on the books, the expense ratio is 
considerably reduced. 





ORGANIZING MICHIGAN. 


Francis C. Merrell, state manager of the 
North American Accident for Michigan, is 
making considerable progress in organizing 
his field. He has appointed several soliciting 
agents, in addition to the following district 
managers: J. W. Lakso, Calumet, Houghton 
and Keweenaw counties; C. A. Cohenour, Ot- 
tawa, Allegan and Muskegon counties; and F. 
H. Preston, Berrien, Calhoun, Kalamazoo and 
Van Buren counties. 

++ +t 
SECURING CORRECT PAYROLLS. 

Employers’ liability companies are now giv- 
ing more attention to securing correct pay rolls 
than ever before. All of them have expert 
auditors, who go over the books of the con- 
cern that is insured and ascertain whether the 
proper payroll has been reported. When the 
companies insisted on examining the books 
some of the houses were disposed to object, 
but recent court decisions have been to the ef- 
fect that companies have a right to investigate 
the payrolls and see if the proper compensa- 
tion has been made. 

+4 +e 


PLATE GLASS BREAKAGE AT HOUGHTON, MICH, 


There is a report at Houghton, Mich., that 
the plate glass companies are going to pull out 








BURGLARY INSURANCE. 


Agents soliciting burglary insurance 
should use our dwelling house inventories 
to get a full list of goods in a house. It 
will form a neat and attractive gift to the 
assured. Sample set for 25 cents. 
THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 
Johnston Bldg., 164 La Salle St., 

Cincinnati. Chicago. 
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of the city because of their unfavorable ex- 
perience there. The record of the city for 
two years has been bad in the plate glass line. 
About two years ago the use of giant fire- 
crackers at a street fair caused many losses and 
the New Jersey Plate Glass withdrew. Last 
summer the blasting on new sewers caused 
more breakage. In the past few weeks losses 
have again been heavy. 





ADVOCATE A DIVISION OF THE LINES. 





Suggestion of Some Liability Companies that 
Underwriting Follow the Policy of the 
Fire Companies. 


Some liability companies are emphatically 
urging the writing of that class of insurance 
on much the same lines as the fire companies 
do, meaning by that a division on a single 
line. Under these conditions no company 
would take a large line exclusively, but other 
companies would write a portion of it. This 
it is thought, will remedy the rate situation 
and also tend to make loss adjustments more 
satisfactory. The assured would probably ob- 
ject to dealing with so many companies, but if 
the companies only wrote small lines, he would 
be compelled to seek other insurance. 

It seems to be only a question of time when 
there will have to be more co-operation among 
the companies on different features of liability 
insurance if it is to be successfully trans- 
acted in the future. A division of lines would 
probably bring about uniformity in policy 
forms. At the present time companies differ 
in the style of policy written in some respects. 
The companies belonging to the Liability Con- 
ference will issue uniform policies, and yet 
the riders that are signed by the manager may 


‘not be like those of other companies. 





CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 
MINNESOTA. 


Great Eastern Cas. tay N. Parker, Amboy. 
New Amsterdam Cas.—Nels J. Brevig, Sacred 
Heart; Wm. R. Wells, Preston: E. G. Boeck, Slay- 


ton; J. H. Dickman, Mountain 
Hopkins, Battle Lake; H. L. 
S. A. Siverts, Morris. 


Lake ; 


i George H. 
Keiler,, 


Crookston ; 


~ Y. Plate Glass—Moriarity & Garlough, St. 
aul. 

Pacific Mutual Life—Leo Broderick, Austin; 
Charles Rhyan, St. Paul. 


U. 8. Fidelity & Guar.—W. H. Miller, 
U. 8. Casualty—I. T. Woodruff, 
INDIANA. 

New York Casualty—J. C. Wood, Wilkinson; L. 
A. Graham, Decatur; F. M. Clark, Munele; D. EB. 
Ault, Ft. Wayne. 

United States 
Marion. 


Jackson. 
Kensington. 


Casualty—-Edward J. 


MISSOURLI. 


Eastern Cas.—Il. 
American Accident 


Caldwell, 


Great 
North 
Fortuna. 
U. S, Casualty—H. 
U. S. Health & 


Kees, Glenwood. 
Winchester Davis, 


A. McCrary, Kansas City. 
Accident—Chas. M. Mills and 
John VP. Frank, Joplin; Frank Scheuring, St. 
Marys; James A. Brown, St. Louis: Wade H. 
Briggs, Armstrong; R. N. Minner, Blodgett; Fin 
W. Moore, Charleston. 

MICHIGAN. 


Lloyds Plate Glass—D. W. Chase, Midland. 
London Guarantee & Acci.—Ilolden & Hardy, 
Grand Rapids. 


Maryland Cas.—W. E. Hunt, Marine City; C. EF. 
Day, Union City. 
i. J. late Glass—G. R. Buck, Lapeer; Quarn- 
strom & Gee, Norway. 
Travelers—E. A. Kemp, Greenville. 
++ ++ 


EXPECT MORE CONTRACT BUSINESS. 

Now that the spring season is opening and 
building operations are beginning, liability and 
surety men anticipate an increase in contract 
business. The long winter has militated against 
building operations. 

+4 +e 
EXECUTED FROM THE HOME OFFICE. 

The home offices of bonding companies in- 
sist on executing fidelity bonds and do not al- 
low their managers to sign them. A home of- 
fice desires to make its own investigation from 
the references given and to pass on the bond. 
This relieves the agent in a way of respon- 
sibility, as he has nothing to do with the in- 
vestigation. At the same time a surety com- 
pany relies on its agent not to send in an ap- 
plication where it is known that there is some 
question as to the honesty of the party. 

Blanket bonds, covering banks or similar in- 
stitutions, are no longer written by conserva- 
tive companies. Such a bond contemplates 
covering a number of employes for a flat pre- 
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mium, without having an individual application 
from each. Even in case of a large schedule 
the companies insist on having an application 
from each person and thus really make it an 
individual bond. 





LIABILITY BUSINESS IN THE COUNTRY. 





Expenses in Treating Risks and Claims in 
the Smaller Points Are Considered 
Very High. 





Country liability business is conducted at a 
comparatively high expense, and for this rea- 
son companies have not pushed for this class 
so extensively in the smaller cities and towns. 
The initial expense of securing the business 
is perhaps not so great and the claims are 
not so heavy. However, it requires a field 
man to devote his time traveling among the 
agents, soliciting with them and coaching them 
as to methods in securing business. When 
claims arise it is almost always necessary to 
send an adjuster. These traveling expenses, 
therefore, bring up the expense ratio of coun- 
try business to a pretty high point. Some 
companies, however, are systemizing their 
country work, so that they are getting a large 
volume, and thus keeping down the high ex- 
pense ratio. 





NEW HEALTH COMPANY AT OMAHA. 

The Travelers Health Association has been 
organized at Omaha. It insures traveling 
men to the extent of $25 a week for loss of 
time through sickness. The policy contains no 
accident features except a $2,000 benefit for 
death by travel accidents. Harry S. Weller is 
president and Charles J. Lyons secretary. 

ae ++ 


NEW CASUALTY FIRM AT CLEVELAND. 


H. W. Bell, who recently resigned as gen- 
eral agent of the U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty at 
Cleveland, O., and Thos. F. Huggins, repre- 
senting the United States Casualty Company, 
have formed a partnership as general agents 
of the latter and taken a handsome suite of 
offices in the new Park building. They will 
make a strong pull for new business in the 
northern Ohio field. 

+e ++ 

JOINT CONTROL IN FIDUCIARY BUSINESS. 

It is only recently that the National Surety 
has begun to write bonds as large as $50,000 
on fiduciaries without joint control of funds. 
The company is very careful about writing 
these, doing so only in the case of men of un- 
usually high standing and owning property, so 
that the chance of loss is very small. The 
National Surety has been one of the most con- 
servative companies in this line. The City 
Trust is another company that is very con- 
servative about writing fiduciary business. 
Some of the companies have in the past is- 
sued bonds where the transactions were very 
large without demanding joint control, but the 
general tendency at present is towards insist- 
ing on it. 

++ ++ 


SUES FOR ACCIDENT CLAIM. 

widow of the late Samuel E. Morss, 
editor and owner of the Indianapolis Sen- 
tinel, has filed suit against the United States 
Casualty Company for the collection of a 
$5,000 policy. While apparently sitting on the 
window ledge of his editorial room in the 
third story of his building one day early last 
fall, he fell to the stone pavement below and 
died in an hour. In addition to about $100,co0 
life insurance, he carried $25,000 of accident 
insurance in three companies. None of these 
has paid, though none has refused to pay. 
They were waiting to reach an agreement 
with the beneficiary as to a basis of settle- 
ment. The suit is brought apparently to hasten 
the fixing of the basis. 

++ Bad 


The 


WEBB TAKES NATIONAL SURETY. 

Leslie H. Webb of Cleveland, state agent of 
the Casualty Company of America for Ohio, 
has been appointed state’agent of the National 
Surety also. For a short time the National 
Surety has not had an active representative in 
Cleveland, as Thomas F. Huggins, who had 
covered northeastern Ohio, resigned shortly 








after his brother-in-law, Ex-President Charles 
A. Dean of the National Surety, left the com- 
pany. 

The Nationaf Surety has not had a very 
extensive organization in Ohio, its premiums 
of a little over $30,000 a year being written 
largely in a few cities of the State. Mr. Webb, 
who is an excellent organizer, will undoubt- 
edly increase the field force and bring the com- 
pany to the front. 

+ ~~ 


SUHR TAKES THE CHICAGO OFFICE. 

W. C. Suhr, who for some time has been 
special agent of the Philadelphia Casualty 
Company, traveling in Ohio, Michigan and 
some of the eastern States, has been appointed 
resident manager of the company at Chicago, 
devoting himself to the accident and health 
lines. Mr. Suhr has done excellent field work. 
C. D. MacQuivey of Scranton, Pa., who es- 
tablished the Chicago office, has gone to Phil- 


adelphia to take charge of the local neaiaas 
of the company. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


A permanent injunction has been granted to 
restrain the Northwestern Union Casualty of 
Duluth from continuing to do business. 

Robert K. Meeker has been appointed dis- 
trict manager of the Continental Casualty for 
— Missouri, with headquarters at Han- 
nibal. 


The agreement among the offices writing 
burglary insurance in Chicago seems to be 
well lived up to and no violations of any con- 
sequence are reported. 

Jonathon C. Jackson, formerly with the Mu- 
tual Life in Chicago, goes with the Ocean 
Accident’s Credit branch and will work in 
Chicago and St. Louis. 

The surety underwriters of Omaha have or- 
ganized an association. A, J. Love, manager of 
the American Bonding, was one of the most 
active men in bringing about this result. 

Turner & Nichols become general agents 
of the accident department of the Travelers 
at Kansas City, succeeding Willam Drennan, 
resigned. Both have been with the Fidelity 
& Casualty. Mr. Turner excels in personal 
accident writing and Mr. Nichols in liability. 





PRESIDENT DUNHAM’S LECTURE. 
(Continued from page 8.) 


of indemnity against liability for accidents 
resulting from the construction of buildings, 
the use of elevators, the use of vehicles, includ- 
ing automobiles, the navigation of vessels, the 
operation of hotels, theaters and other build- 
ings, including stores and warehouses. Like 
phraseology is employed in policies designed to 
protect the insured:against damages recover- 
able by others than employes, described in the 
terminology of the insurance office as ‘the 
public.’ 
Some of the Contract Limitations. 

“The contract limits the indemnity to be 
paid by the insurance company to definite 
sums, usually not exceeding five thousand 
dollars for injuries to one person, and not ex- 
ceeding ten, fifteen or twenty thousand dollars 
for the injuries that may be sustained by sev- 
eral persons in one accident. It is required 
that the insured give notice to the insurance 
company forthwith upon the occurrence of an 
accident, and it then becomes the duty of the 


insurance company to adjust and satisfy the | 


claim of the insured person, and if the parties 
are unable to agree upon the damages that 
should be paid, to defend the action brought 
by the injured person against the insured for 
the recovery of damages, pay the expenses of 
the litigation and the verdict, if one is recov- 
ered. 
On What the Premium Is Based. 

“The premium paid for this service and pro- 
tection is determined in employers’ policies by 
the wages paid to employes, the premium be- 
ing a certain percentage upon the annual pay- 
roll. Usually an advance premium is paid 
upon the estimated expenditure for the year 
following the date of the policy, and at the 
expiration of the insurance a complete pay- 
roll account is returned and the premium 
adjusted thereon, the company sometimes re- 
ceiving an increased compensation and some- 
times returning a portion of the advance 


premium to the insured. 
“Occupations are classified according to the 
danger to which employes are exposed, textile 


| is indefinite. 





manufacture commanding as low a rate as 
any branch of industry, while tunneling, bridge 
building, structural iron work, wrecking build- 
ings, and submarine operations are classed 
among the most hazardous employments and 
command the highest premiums. 

“These are the elements of a contract of 
liability insurance.” 


Comparison of Accident and Liability Insurance. 


Liability insurance is much broader than ac- 
cident, for while the latter provides definite 
indemnity for certain injuries, the former 
arises out of the liability of one person for ac- 
cidents to another and the amount of damage 
Usually the estimates of the in- 
jured and the employer are far apart, but in 
about three-fourths of the cases they get to- 
gether by mutual concessions. In the cases 
which go into court, the damage awarded is 
really the estimate of the jury, but it has the 
advantage of being final and binding. Courts 
are bound by the gravity of the injuries, the 
earning capacity of the workman, the future 
effects of the injury and the degree of negli- 
gence of the employer. 

Computation of Premiums. 


While premiums are based on the annual 
payroll, other factors enter. The wages of all 
employes, liability for injury to whom the in- 
surance company assumes, must be included, 
while the wages or salaries of those not cov- 
ered must be excluded. When injuries to per- 
sons not employes is covered, the company is 
liable only if those injuries occurred through 
the negligence of an employ whose wages are 
included in the payroll. Some employers do 
not include the wages and salaries of office 
men, superintendents and others receiving high 
compensation but not much subject to injury. 
In that event. the company ‘is not liable for 
injuries to employes through the negligence of 
these persons not included in the payroll. The 
division of the payroll according to occupa- 
tion, employment in shops or on the outside, 
ete., and the different rates charged according 
to hazard were explained. 


Problems of Divers Characters Encountered. 


President Dunham characterized this as the 
most attractive form of insurance because of 
the great variety of problems involved. In 
it no practical training in affairs or knowledge 
gained from books can come amiss. 

Inspections and Settlemen's. 

Somewhat briefly Mr. Dunham discussed the 
settlements of losses and the presence of moral 
hazard in the business, told of the system of 
inspections used and the value of these inspec- 
tions to the assured. He also spoke of the un- 
insurability of cerfain classes of risks and the 
diversity of hazards even in the same line of 
manufacture. As a rule the hazard is greater 
in the West than in the East in the same line. 

Reserves and Their Calculation. 

“It is a more difficult matter than in acci- 
dent insurance to account with dnd reserve for 
liability losses in adjustment, and the difficulty 
arises from the facts that: (1) All such pend- 
ing claims are for damages, the amount of 
which must be settled by verdict or by agree- 
ment of the parties. (2) From their nature 
claims in process of adjustment accumulate by 
inability to agree or by litigation. (3) For the 
saine reasons, settlements and litigations are 
protracted, including many claims under pol- 
icies from two to five years expired, upon 
which there remains no unearned premium re- 
serve because the insurance is not in force. 
(4) The expense of affording protection to 
the insured is in such cases no more provided 
by premium reserve than is the value of the 
claims. From these premises the conclusion 
is obvious that some method is required 
whereby the value of claims accrued but un- 
paid may be ascertained and the company 
charged with a special reserve to meet them. 
Several methods have been proposed for cal- 
culating such a reserve, but the one that meets 
with most approval is for each company to 
compute the value of claims in each class. 
(1) Pending suits against policyholders: (2) 
Injuries reported by policyholders upon which 
claims may be made; from its own completed 
experience.” 

After a further discussion of some of the 
features of computing reserve, President Dun- 
ham closed with a brief forecast of the prob- 
able future of the business. Owing to con- 
tinued legislation increasing the liability of 
employers, he expressed the opinion that as 
time goes on rates and methods will require 
readjustment to meet new conditions. 


























LIBERALIZES ITS BURGLARY POLICY... 





Fidelity & Casualty Issues New Contract 
Much Broader in Its Terms Than 
the Old One. 





The Fidelity & Casualty recently issued a 
new theft insurance policy covering residences 
and apartments. The issuance of the policy 
puts the company on an even competitive basis 
with the other companies writing theft insur- 
ance. For some months past the United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty, the AZtna Indem- 
nity, and others have written a very liberal 
policy, under which they satisfactorily handled 
several points which always have troubled the 
burglary companies, viz.: the covering of jew- 
elry and silverware when the premises were 
unoccupied and the covering of money. The 
Fidelity & Casualty, under the contract issued 
heretofore, limited the amount recoverable for 
a single article of jewelry or a precious stone 
to 25 per cent of the face of the policy, unless 
each such article or precious stone was in- 
sured specifically, whereas the other compa- 
nies imposed no limit. Only 1o per cent of the 
face of the policy applied on silverware when 
the premises were vacant, whereas the other 





contract to apply. This was one of the most 
burdensome features of the policy, since it 
practically involved the removal of bulky sil- 
verware to places of safe keeping whenever 
the owner temporarily vacated his premises. 
The Fidelity & Casualty covered no money, 
whereas the other companies covered as much 
as $50. Under the new policy there is no 
limit on jewelry, precious stones or silverware 
and all are covered to the full extent of the 
policy during either vacancy or occupancy. In 
addition, the policy now covers money up to 
$50. 





REGISTRY BUSINESS IS GROWING. 

The registry business is having an extensive 
growth now in this country. The Interna- 
tional Registry Company of New York has 
made a good growth, and other similar con- 
cerns have started since then. There are prob- 
ably as many as eighty different companies in 
the country which buy policies of accident 
companies by the wholesale, and then add 
identification features. The United States Cas- 
ualty has more of this business than any other 
company, followed by the New Amsterdam, 
the Great Eastern and the North American. 





Plate Glass 


insurance 


We write only one form of insurance, and 
therefore can give our policyholders and agents 
the most efficient service. Attractive features 
toagents. Write for particulars. 

INDEPENDENT PLATE CLASS 
UNDERWITERS, 614 Rookery Bidg., Chicago 


H. S. WARNER, Manager. 




















B. & O. S-W. best line and service to 
the Carlsbad of America, French Lick 
and West Baden Springs. Close connec- 
tions at Mitchell, Ind., with trains of the 


Monon Route. Descriptive . pamphlets 
furnished on application to any ticket 
agent of the B. & O. S-W. R. R. O. P. 


McCarty, General Passenger Agent, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 
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Ledger Assets 


Book value of real estate 


ee eee eee eee tees 


Mortgage loans on real estate (first mortgages) 


Financial Statement 


of the 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
December 31, 1903 


56,123.43 
1,742,355.00 


Northwestern National Life Insurance Company 








Non-Ledger Assets 
Anberest Gie OR MIOVUNRRES, 56 0505sic ess dvvecessneees $ 2,164.60 
Interest accrued on mrortgages..............ceeeeeees 


40,866.48 











Loans secured by pledge of bonds, stocks or other col- 


Interest accrued on bonds and stocks................ 2,236.80 


DUES s cach Seekah he tonite sd dss, ae dewss 42,980.00 Interest accrued on collateral loans.................. 1,111.39 
Loans to policyholders, secured by policies........... 2,765,237.42 LUROTOR Gl GR POUCH WORDS. .5iis cock iccedsvceccec’e 213.94 
Book value of bonds (excluding interest) ........ ; 79,056.93 Interest accrued on policy loans - .........s..4... 1,774.53 
Book value of stocks...... 5 sce Obs'e eos coe taee cascode 69,610.83 Net amount of deferred premiums (reserve held as liability) 270,995.20 
om gm in trust companies and banks on interest... 26,827.79 Tota Non-LEDGER ASSETS........... $319,362.94 

Nee ee eee 7,430.05 Gross ASSETS ee ‘ 
Cash deposited in banks (check accounts)........:... 90,650.08 ROSS ASSERTS.» .0-+ 20200000 00-- 2001 +00 BS SOMASILO 
GUNED snc nsnetssccnasenseressracsanconans 27,370.07 Less Assets Not Admitted 
Agents’ balances..... Oe Pe tern Po eee Ter. 62,417.26 Agents’ debit balances..............e..+++-$62.417.26 

PORES POCCIVEINE 5 isk vc nice cdeinesccessiece. STOTT 
TOTAL LEDGER ASSETS.............00.- $4,970,058.86 Bat Htc asthcucsieakolatice ... $89,787.33 
EAL. RE Ia 04 Tio ac Sie ooo cian bn Ree ebun ah aeedieds bb ek cewdeealabbas~lekvotud $5,199,034.47 
Liabilities 

Net present value of all the outstanding policies in force on the 31st day of December, 1903, C. E. 4%....° 20. c cece cece cucueee $4,552,159.17 
Present value of amounts not yet due on supplementary contracts not involving life contingencies.............2..c0ceeeceeee "13,995.10 

es at Ce Oe I a cencdunces, shanties edapsaandids 45 wow cons’ Danas dacbiwasy teres siuavitedesossivers NONE 
Claims for death losses in process oe een 0 SUTIN NIE COE Ig 5 se a5 35.0.4 5% diva. viclainn vos pe ebadce0000sseeewds 66,955.05 
Claims for death losses which have been reported and no proofs received...........0.cccec cece ccecccucccuceucetceccnes 25,644.44 
Claims for death losses and other policy claims resisted by the Company..............-. cee ccccecccteccccucecescucevcecees 17,390.00 
SE SIE CES BOONE, WENN IN is narescc os shes bin'c seb cube dhe 006 0¥S v0 ddubws seeedexessis¢owslevageawsas 57,025.13 
ee es MUNN oa teh bat Peb andar tuys naed decd stwtVehectecnn skses wueens cddBedCS beeen cn¥eveceks cadeiSud anséacte 100,000.00 


IPP ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee 


$4,833, 168.89 
+ te el 366,465.58 


Pee $5,199,634.47 
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BOOK FOR ADJUSTERS. 


The well-known adjuster, W. H. Dan- 
iels of Chicago, has issued a book. giving 
a comprehensive explanation of the va- 
rious rules for the apportionment of loss. 
It is a handy reference book, containing 
many illustrations of complex apportion- 
ments under specific and blanket policies. 
Price, $1.50 in morocco. 


Tue WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 











Designed for keeping a complete r-cord 
of the business of the Agency. Shows 
gross premiums, return premiums, net 
premiums, expenses, postage, commis- 
sions and balance due each y in 
the Agency each month during the year. 
Sample pages sent on application. 
‘ne Western Unverwriter Co. 
Johnston Bldg., 164 La Salle St., 
CINCINNATI. - CHICAGO. 


be made by the 


WARREN J LYNCH, 
Gen’! Pass. & Tkt. Agt. 











YOUR TRIP 


TO THE 


World’s Fair, 


St. Louis 


Chicago. Cincinnati. 190 4 
~ » ] 
TO INSURE THE 
DAYLIGHT ENTRANCE to the Mound 
Agents’ Comparative Record. City and an unobstructed, Panoramic 


view of the Levee and Shipping Dis- 
trict of the Father of Waters, should 


BIG FOUR 


CINcINNATI, O. 


B. & O. S-W. 


‘“WORLD’S FAIR ROUTE.” 


NATURAL GATEWAY TO 


ST. LOUIS 


AND THE 


LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION. 


ENTIRE NEW "9x0 'eotienente 
WAY OF THE FAST FLYERS. 


Parlor, Dining and Sleeping Cars; elegant Coaches 
with High back Seats. 


COPMPLETE ILLUSTRATED FOLDER ofthe WORLD'S 
FAIR FURNISHED FREE ON APPLICATION. 


SEND (0 cts. (Silver) FOR COPY OF THE 
“ST. LOUIS WORLD’S FAIR MARCH.” 


Por Rates, time of Trains, Sleeping or Parlor 
Car Accommodations address any Agent. 


0. P. McCARTY, Gen. Pass. Agent, Cincinnati, 0. 


J. E. REEVES, 
Gen’l Southern Agt. 

















vEL 
owt Manixern 
HANDLERS OF ALL KINDS OF 


FIRE and MARINE SALVACE. 
PRINCIPAL OFFICE : SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT : 





Nos. 207 and 209 No. 1005 
MADISON STREET, WASHINGTON AVE., 
CHICACO. ST. LOUIS. 


LONG DISTANCE TELE. 
| PHONE, MAIN 276. 


{. F. SMALL, Superintendent 
BELL TELEPHONE, 3081. 

















PROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INSURANCE IN FORCE, - - - - - 
ak + + mes + ee 





$,!59,548,435.00 
51,151 561.98 





In everything which makes Life Insurance perfectly safe, moderate in 
cost, and suitable to the needs of insurers the PROVIDENT is unexcelled. 

Evidence of the skilful and faithful management of this Company is 
found in its exceedingly low expense rate, and the remarkably toverehie 
rate of ge ape» For the full period of its existence, the death rate has 
been only .61 of the rate indicated by the authoritative tables. 


Correspondence with Agents Solicited, 


WILLIAM D. YERGER, General Agent, Western Ohio, 
312 Union Trust Building, Cincinnati, Ohie. 
S. S. SAFFOLD, General Agent, Eastern Ohio, 
706-710 Garfield Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
JAMES W. JANNEY, General Agent, 


325 Marquette Building, Chicago, Ill. 
BASSETT & REESE, General Agents, 
44 Home Bank Building, Detroit, Mich. 














Men of Character are attracted to the 
Agency Force of the Northwestern 

Because the Northwestern accepts busi- 
ness only from regular agents of the 
Company: 

Because Northwestern policies command 
100 cents on the dollar. Rebating 
has been prohibited for ten years. 

Northwestern commissions are for North- 
weslern agents. 


Best Resutts To Poticy-Houpers. 
Most ATTRACTIVE POLICIES, 
Issues PARTNERSHIP AND CORPORATION INSURANCE. 





For further information or an Agency, address: 


H. F. NORRIS, Superintendent of Agencies. 














The 
Northwestern 


Mutual Life Insurance 


Co. of Milwaukee. 


H. L. PALMER, President. J. W. SKINNER, Secretary. 
Organized 1857. 





Assets, Jan. 1, 1904, é $178,200,625.20 
Liabilitics, inciuding $25 897,879 

surplus accumulations held 

to meet tontine and semi- 

tontine contracts, 172,585,861 30 
General Surplus, $5,614,763.90 





Business of 1903 largest in history of 
Company. 














Purely Matual, and transacts business only in 
the United States. 











SSIES 























THE WESTERN 


UNDERWRITER. : 














ISAAC T. MANN, Pres. M. 8S. PENDLETON, Secy, 


PRUDENTIAL 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


TAZEWELL, VIRGINIA, 


Will write purery surplus lines at full tariff rates throughout 
the United States. 


LONDON GUARANTEE AND AGCIDENT 60. 


(LIMITED) 
oF LONDON, ENGLAND. 


HEAD OFFICE—MANHATTAN BUILDING, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


A. W. MASTERS, GENERAL MANAGER. 





Individual Accident, Employers, General Lia- 
bility, Workmen’s Collective, Eleva- 
tor and Teams Insurance. 





CONKLING, PRICE AND WEBB, 
Gen’! Agents [Ilinois, Missouri and Indiana. { 
New York Life Building, Chicago. aa 


CHAS. L. RAYMOND, 
Gen’l Agent Michigan, 1229 Majestic Bidr., 
Detroit. 








C. H. Bunker, President 


FRANKLIN H. Heap, Vice-President 
A. A. SMITH, Secretary 


H. G. B. ALEXANDER, 2nd V-Pres. & Gen. Mgr 


Continental Casualty Company 


CAPITAL STOCK $300,000.00 
ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE 
—————__ Ce neral Offices: CHICACO 
Policies are Protected by more than One Million Dollar Assets 
Over €5,000,000 paid in claims to 175,000 of our Policyholders 


Good Contracts in Good Territory to” Good 
PRODUCERS ADDRESS 


H. 6. B. ALFXANDER anc'Genersi stanager 134 Monroe St., Chicago 


Men. 




















The Pennsylvania Casualty 
Company, SCRANTON, PA. 





CASH CAPITAL, $200,000. 
INCORPORATED i899. 





OUR AGENCY MEANS TO YOU: 


A Top Notch Commission. 

A variety of policies with conditions reduced to a 
minimum, and bristling with the most attractive special 
benefits; supported by literature, artistic and catchy. 


A Company constantly on the alert to promote your 
interests. 





ACCIDENT, HEALTH AND LIABILITY INSURANCE. 
SEE OUR POLICY PAYING CASH PREMIUM DIVIDENDS. 





M. G. NICHOLS, Supt. of Agencies, 











THB SPRINGFIELD UNDERWRITERS 
ZUTUAL FIRE INS. CO. 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 


LINES TO ASSURED 
(. ASEUNE Geemcnee te sens | MEAN 
Agents wanted in every Ohio County seat. Surplus lines solicited. 
Write for folder ‘Profit Sharing in Fire Iusurance,” 





FiRE AND TORNADO INSURANCE. 





CHICAGO BRANCH, 184 LA SALLE STREET. 


rif Accident 
and Health 


oa aks Policies. 
Large Benefits. Low Rates. Best Commissions. 





KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec’y, 290 Broadway, New York. 


Established 1865. 





THE 
Frankfort Marine, Accident and Plate 


Glass Insurance Co. 
OF FRANKFORT-ON-THE-MAIN, GERMANY 
Employers and Public Liabilities, Elevator Insurance, Workmen's 


Collective, Individual Accident and Plate Glass. 


For the security of Policyholders in the United States of America a 
deposit has been made in the State of Massachusetts of $200,000.00 in 
United States Bonds. 


United States Department 
100 William St., New York, F. G. VOSS, Manager and Attorney 











Fe esngysien 
-FIRE: 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


_ OF AIX-LA-CHAPELLE ,GERMANY. 


UNITED STATES BRANCH 
J NEW YORK. ¢ 


‘4, KELsey. want , 














Orient Insurance 
Com pany Of Hartford, Conn. 





CHARLES E. DOX, Manager. F. A. MEINEL, Agency Supt. 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 


New York Life Building - Chicago, Ill. 











THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 










































a Wat. SS At 3 bj 5 “S 
OFFICERS: RO RN lags DIRECTORS: 
be ae ALEXANDER D. HANNAH. 
ALEXANDER D. HANNAH, Prest. Se ee DAVID HOGG. 
DAVID HOGG, Vice Prest. & Treas. | (—. —— > Sa ECAC TT ——— a JULIUS KESSLER. 
A. W. HANNAH, Asst. Treasurer. SS Pat! tant a ——w) pte ne 
JOBE €. SUERETT, Sesvetery. HOME OFFICE: CHICAGO, ILL. EDW. F. KEEFER. 
i Staats moat INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF ILLINOIS. LICENSED APRIL 14, 1903. ont. Sana. 
NEWBURGER AND CO., &#P Seiee "2+ 2 ae 159 LaSalle Street, 
? = ss it B< x ? bd 
MANAGERS. Surplus to Policyholders, - $152,525.67 CHICAGO. 














HANDLERS OF ALL KINDS OF 

















FIRE and MARINE SALVACE. 


PRINCIPAL OFFICE : SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT ; 
Nos. 207 and 209 No. 1005 
MADISON STREET, WASHINGTON AVE., 
CHICACO. ST. LOUIS. 
LONG DISTANCE TELE- 1. F. SMALL, Superintendent. 
oa. PHONE, MAIN 276. BELL TELEPHONE, 3081. 











PROVIDENT LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INSURANCE IN FORCE, - - - - - $159,548,435.00 
ASSETS, - - - - - - - = - = | 51,15! 561.98 


In everything which makes Life Insurance perfectly safe, moderate in 
cost, and suitable to the needs of insurers the PROVIDENT is unexcelled. 

Evidence of the skilful and faithful management of this Company is 
found in its exceedingly low expense rate, and the remarkably favorable 
rate of ey op F For the full period of its existence, the death rate has 
been only .61 of the rate indicated by the authoritative tables. 


Correspondence with Agents Solicited. 


WILLIAM D. YERGER, General Agent, Western Ohio, 
312 Union Trust Bullding, Cincinnati, Ohie. 
S. S. SAFFOLD, General Agent, Eastern Ohio, 
706-710 Garfield Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
JAMES W. JANNEY, General Agent, 


325 Marquette Building, Chicago, II. 
BASSETT & REESE, General Agents, 
44 Home Bank Building, Detroit, Mich. 





THE ANCHOR FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


228-230 W. FOURTH STREET, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


CAPITAL . . «©. 


ASSETS... 
SURPLUS TO PO 


JUDGE M. DONNELLY, President. 
WILLIAM WOOD, Secretary and General Manager. 


. * $200,000 
° ° 475,574 


LICYHOLDERS . . . 232,853 


F. D. PRENTICE, Vice-President. 











RELIANCE 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY | @ , 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


° 
* 
® 












JAMES H. REED, President 











ASSETS OVER 


territory 


#2,000,000.00 


Managers and strong individual life underwriters seeking 


Address A, F. MCDONALD, 34 Vice-Pres. 


<4 : 


rr 
- 




















THEMINNESOTA MUTUAL LIFE | 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF ST. PAUL, MINN. 


Offers to competent and active young gentlemen, 
whose antecedents will bear investigation, very 
liberal renewal commission contracts for exclusive 
management of most productive territory. Its policies, 
rates and guaranteed settlements, in connection with 
its financial strength, always win in competition. 


T. R. PALMER, President. 
J. A. O'SHAUGHNESSY, 2d Vice-President and Field Manager. 
DOUGLAS PUTNAM, Secretary. 

H. W. COCHNOWER, Assistant Secretary and Actuary. 





